
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chrystal Cook  06/2023 
 
Born in Knoxville, TN, raised with older brother in Strawberry Plains; BA in English, U of 
TN; graduate studies in English; first career technical writer/editor for several 
corporations, i.e., IBM; second career, MDiv, Columbia Theological Seminary; ordained; 
commissioned by United Church of Christ as clergy; pastored 3 churches and musician 
in 4; concurrently was, and still is Adjunct Professor in Religion and Humanites, UNC, 
Ashville and Mars Hill University 
 
Chrystal and Jess Delude (not misspelled) share their home with 2 dogs, 2 cats, feed 15 
deer twice/day, share a son, Zach (in Austin, TX); enjoys cultivating flowers and plants; 
Jess is retired interior design/decorator, now full-time creative artist 
 
CLCC: “I LOVE CHERRY LOG CHRISTIAN CHURCH, the Seekers class, the worship, 
I’m so comfortable when I walk in the door and love everybody!” (Chrystal heard Monica 
preach her first sermon.) 
 


