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News from Cherry Log Christian Church 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR 

RALLY 

SUNDAY 

September 13th 

CHERRY LOG CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  

ANNUAL PICNIC 

August 29, 2015 

ETC PAVILLION 

Beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

Eating around 12:00 noon 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks and table service provided. 

Bring your lawn chair, and a covered dish. 

The ETC Pavilion is located on Legion Road in Ellijay.  

From Highway 515: Turn on Howard Simmons Road (CVS is on the corner). 

At the 3 way stop turn right onto Old Hwy 5. Legion Road is .08 miles on your 

left, just after you cross the river. ETC  Pavilion will be on the left just past 

Georgia Power. 

NO PETS ALLOWED 

Please sign up in fellowship hall or email the church office 

clcc@tds.net so that we may plan accordingly. 
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African Drumming Group 
Have you heard drums at Cherry Log?  There are really two drumming groups within 
Cherry Log Christian Church with a lot of overlap and some confusion about the dif-
ference between them. 
 
The African Drum Group meets every second Friday to learn techniques and rhythms 
for playing the djembe and dunun.  Those are drums from West Africa that have 
gained so much popularity in the United States. Almost every major city in the coun-
try has African drum groups.  Asheville, Charlotte, and Atlanta are centers for African 
drumming and some high schools and universities are including classes for African 
drumming.  As in other ways, Cherry Log is unusual as a small town in having its 
own African drumming group.  We are fortunate to be able to draw on Atlanta for 
teachers, and there is a drum camp nearby in NC each May when the best teachers 
from Africa and the US teach classes for a week. 
 
In addition, Cherry Log has a First Sunday Drum Circle at the Celebrate Early ser-
vice.  This is a gathering of all kinds of drums and other percussion instruments as 
well as native flutes.  It requires no practice or specific skills and does not follow a 
specific rhythm.  It is free form drumming.  Someone in the group begins a rhythm 
and others listen and join in with complimentary rhythms.  As if by magic, but very 
naturally, each individual rhythm becomes part of the whole, and drum circle becomes 
a symbol of that transformation from many to one. Not only do we celebrate the diver-
sity of many instruments and rhythms, but we also enjoy a diversity of participants, 
often including some of our youth and occasionally visitors.  Anyone can join the cir-
cle and sometimes dancing breaks out!   
 
Drum circles are an American phenomenon growing out of the communal gatherings 
in the 60's and the appreciation of some native rituals.  They have continued to draw 
people who enjoy being part of something larger than themselves but not requiring 
membership or rehearsal.  People can step in and people can step out.  Many drum 
circles form outdoors on beaches or hilltops or in open fields.  Besides Cherry Log, 
there is another drum circle in Jasper.   

Heartfelt Thanks 
I wish I could wrap appreciation, admira-

tion, and affection together in a beautiful 

package and give it to you. I felt and was 

there when the Holy Spirit was given to 

us on Pentecost Sunday. 

“Thank You” 

Frabia Smith 

Acts 2: 1-4 

Coming August 29 &30 



 

     FROM MY HEART………..                             

                               TO YOUR HEART 

I look into the mirrored glass.  I had not realized my hair was so white and my beard needed trim-
ming.  There are more wrinkles on the face and the neck – that telltale place of aging.  I caught my-
self forgetting a name or two, working to remember the name of the plant – hibiscus.  I get up from 
the chair with some stiffness.   

  

I look into the mirrored glass.  I see eyes of compassion and maybe a 
few glimmers of wisdom.  I see a mouth that laughs easily, forms words 
of grace easier than condemna- tion.  I see ears more attuned to the si-
lent words of grief and words written faintly between the lines.   

  

Sometimes I wish for the kinder mirror rather the realistic mirror.  Can I 
choose into which looking glass I look?  Would it make a difference if I 
used a smaller mirror, or an an- tique, but heaven forbid, one that mag-
nifies! 

  

I do not use mirrors when look- ing at others.  He looks a little dumpy; 
she does not need to wear stripes.  He is brash, egotistical; she is 
too passive, wishy-washy.  She is too opinionated, selfish, and has an-
ger steaming beneath the sur- face.  That couple - see them? The older 
couple there holding hands, knowing the needs and words of each 
other, silently loving.  I like them.   

  

Stupid driver, cute ballerina, playful puppy, patronizing mongrel, 
fascinating storyteller, gifted musician, slimy, coif-
fured…………  The eyes are mirrors too. 

  

I read a quote the other day by Esther de Waal: 

  

 If I am estranged from myself, then I am also estranged from others too. If I am out of 
 touch  with myself I cannot hope to touch others. It is only as I am connected to my 
 own core that I am connected to others.   

  

I want to toss the mirror(s) against the stone wall.  But what about seven years of bad luck, and mul-
tiplying that with the number I toss?  The inner core of my being is of God, a God who does not pi-
geonhole, does not cast judgment, does not condemn, does not separate into piles of who is good 
and who is bad. 

  

Now I look at myself in the mirror and there is no male and female, old and young, stupid, gifted 
playful, selfish, brash.  There is only the presence of God, whether in myself or in you. 

  

http://ep.yimg.com/ay/wildorchidquilts/30-h-unique-metal-wall-mirror-with-intricate-carved-accents-32.jpg


 



Musical Offerings for July 
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As has been our tradition for fifteen years now the choir will cease their regular rehearsal schedule during the 

month of August. Something is a little different this year. Most of the choir will have two Sunday's off as 

well. So, when you sit next to a choir member in church this month make an effort to thank them for their 

dedication and hard work that they do. Also, I would like to invite any of you "should be" choir members to 

join us at 10:30 in the choir room on August 2nd, 16th and 23rd. It's a great opportunity to give us a test ride 

and best of all it's free! I encourage you to take advantage of the rich, diverse variety of music during the 

month of August.    Richard  

 

Choir schedule for August: 
 

August 2 - The prelude will be a four hands piano piece arranged by Mark Hayes. "Christians, We  Have Met 

to Worship" will be offered by Ida-Anne Clarke and Birdie Towle. The chancel choir will sing "Lord of the 

Dance" 
 

August 9 - The Cherry Log Consort will offer a variety of renascence music during the offertory. Our Ladies 

Ensemble will sing "My Faith Looks Up to Thee" in preparation for the morning prayer. 
 

August 16 - The Chancel choir and the congregation will lead the Taizé chant "Eat this Bread" with Richard 

Lumpkin as the Cantor. 
 

August 23 - The Chancel choir will sing "Blessed Assurance" 
 

August 30 - A Men's Quartet (John Baird, Charles Walls, Jim Weiland and Bill Thompson) will lead worship 

and sing "Lord, I Want to be a Christian" for the anthem.  

August 2   Cherry Log Drum Circle    Randy Wilbur will accompany our service       
  “You Are Near”   Celebrate Early Singers 

 

August 9   “Table of Plenty”  Celebrate Early Singers  Cherry Log Consort    

 

August 16     “Eat This Bread”  Celebrate Early Singers         Cantor Richard Lumpkin 

  “Let Us Break Bread Together”     Cheryl and Bill Star 

 

August 23   “In Remembrance”  Celebrate Early Singers with Cheryl Star playing flute  

 

August 30 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”   Celebrate Early Singers 

   

"Music is an incredibly direct language; it bypasses logic and speaks directly to your soul."               Yanni 

The Sounds of Celebrate Early 
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Searching for Elder Pins 

Faith in Fiction 
Faith in Fiction book group meets monthly at CLCC on the second Friday 
at 11 am.  This group doesn't flinch from fiction that looks at hard truths, 
often providing material for discussion about the human condition.  Akira 
Kurosawa, the Japanese film director, says, “to be an artist means never to 
avert one’s eyes.”  In choosing books to read, we look for those that show 
us through an artist's eyes, a truth we might not have seen on our 
own.  Always, these books give us good material for discussion, and this 
group brings a wealth of life experiences and intelligence and a spectrum of 
views to each discussion.  The book we read as individuals is never the 
same as the book we discuss as a group.  It always becomes more than we 
realized as we share perspectives.  

 

The August book is a historical novel, Thread of Grace, by Mary Doria 
Russell.  It is based on actual happenings late in WWII as a network of Ital-
ian citizens saved the lives of forty-three thousand Jews.   
 

Meetings are always open and welcoming to anyone who has read the book 
and wishes to participate in discussion.  In September we will discuss 
Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner.   For a complete list of books the 
group has read and for upcoming titles, or further information, contact  
myra_kibler@yahoo.com. 

Mike, Joelle, Noah and I would like to thank everyone in our wonderful church for all the prayers 
said for us.  They lift us up everyday.  Thank you to those who made us a meal our first few 
days.  Thank you to those that brought in clothes for all of us.  Thank you to those who brought in 
things for our home.  Thank you to those who have given money.  Most important thank you for all 
the hugs, love and prayers.  God bless y'all!    

We have not been able to locate a source for the Elder pins. If you happen to have an Elder pin 
you are not using, it would be very much appreciated if you could turn it into the Office so it 
could be worn by one of the current Elders.  Thank you., Marsha Kipling 

Thank You! 
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CHERRY LOG CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

2nd ANNUAL YARD SALE 

Mark Your Calendar, Saturday OCTOBER 3, 2015 

8 AM SET-UP       9:00 AM to 2 PM - SALE 

RENT YOUR SPOT TODAY! 

 

Time to starting thinking about our annual church yard sale.  Remember last year? We made $2,500 and we 

are hoping to exceed that number this year.  Also remember that the proceeds from the church yard sale go to 

pay down our church mortgage.    

This year we will have booths for jewelry (same as last 

year), purses, and tools.  If you have any of these items 

and are willing to donate them or volunteer to work on 

getting ready for the sale contact the following folks: 

Jane Griffin ( jdavidgriffin24@gmail.com ) – Jewelry 

and Purses 

Charlie McCann  (CMcCann@bsnsports.com ) – Tools 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR ITEMS TO THE 

CHURCH UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO ONE OF THESE 

TWO FOLKS. WE HAVE LIMITED SPACE TO 

STORE ITEMS. 

We will also be expanding our bake sale and be serving 

both breakfast (pancakes and waffles)  and lunch (hot 

dogs, chili, chips).  We will have a mobile cart to serve 

people in their booths and tables to sit at for both break-

fast and lunch.  We will also need baked goods to sale 

and Tambra Logan will heading up the food sales.  So if 

you think you would like to help or wish to donate 

baked goods, please contact Tambra Logan at logantam-

bra@yahoo.com  

Finally, if you would like to rent your own space for your own yard sale items, please contact, Sharon Meek 

(slmeek@ellijay.com )  and she will give you the details for set-up.  We only have 50 spaces, so sign up early 

as we expect to rent out all spaces this year.    

We look forward to a great yard sale.  Check the sign-up board in the Fellowship Hall if you would like to 

sign up to help.  

THE YARD SALE TEAM 

Jane Griffin 

Tambra Logan 

Donna DesEnfants 

Karen Martin 

Sharon Meek 

Charlie McCann 



P A G E  8  

From the Moderator 
 

When the current bylaws for our church were proposed and approved in 

2012 a new era of governance began for our church. The Board was 

trimmed down to a manageable number, committees were formed into 

councils through whom they reported to the board, new latitude was ex-

tended to the various administrative and ministry groups, and a new phil-

osophical vision was implemented that pushed decision-making to the 

most immediate level rather than taking all decisions to the board. A se-

lect committee worked long and hard to streamline the structure and oper-

ations of the church, without changing the purpose or the faithfulness of 

church.  
 

All the changes in structures and procedures took some getting used to. The new bylaws were 

adopted with the understanding that we would live with them for a while and try them out. In 

doing so we could discover what worked well, what didn’t, and what could be improved upon 

with the benefit of experience. We have now had two and a half years of such experience. The 

outgoing board has passed on to the incoming board a number of suggested changes to the by-

laws, which we received at our first meeting. We plan to take it slow to propose and adopt 

these changes so that we don’t make any mistakes.  

 

Our first proposal will be a procedural one. Article VIII – Amendments tell us how we go 

about amending the bylaws: 

These Bylaws, with the exception of Article III dealing with the Board, may be amended upon 

a two-thirds vote of the Board, provided that any proposed amendment has been circulated to 

the Congregation by electronic or regular mail and read before the Congregation at a regular 

worship service at least ten (10) days prior to the time the vote is to be taken. Any amendment 

to the Bylaw provisions concerning the Board (Article III) must be approved by the Congrega-

tion, pursuant to the amendment provisions of the Constitution. 

We, of course, intend to follow these instructions to the letter. But the phrase, “and read before 

the Congregation at a regular worship service” caused us some concern. We feel that worship 

is not the appropriate venue to read bylaw amendment proposals. Doing so seems inconsistent 

with the purpose of worship, and guests will not be interested in a long recitation of proposals. 

We think our members will be happy to read them at home. 

So we will propose that Article VII be amended by deleting, “and read before the Congregation 

at a regular worship service” from the first sentence.  This proposed amendment will be read in 

worship on Sunday,  August 9,  2015. 



Aug. 02   Belle Doss 

Aug. 06   Karen Price 

Aug. 07   Cynthia Smith 

Aug. 09   Emilyn Slemons 

Aug. 12   Don Brewer 

                Mike Smith 

Aug. 16 Mary Beth Shepard 

Aug. 19   Georgia Meyers 

Aug. 20   John Baird 

Aug. 22   Gary Schaefer  

Aug. 25   Jane Griffin 

Aug. 27   Martha Boulden 

   Daniel Parrish 

   Beverly Williams 

Aug. 28   Lucie Coffie 

Aug. 29   Kerri Gilbert 

   Sue Green 

Aug. 30   Nancy Porter 

August 01 Bill & Velda Harrison (51) 

August 03 Jack & Trisha Senterfitt (47) 

August 04        Ron & Debbie Coburn  (48) 

August 08 Richard Zelley & Cindy Avens  (28) 

August 14 Jim & Frances Carson (50) 

August 18 Bob & Emily Matthews (47) 

August 22 Ronald & Bette Jensen (56) 

August 29 Dan & Donna Lehr (35) 

August 29 Dan & Carolyn McGinness  (34) 

August 30 Lindsey & Robin Norsworthy  

 

June Treasurer’s Report 

General Operating: 

Contributions: $36,931.50.00 

Expenses: $35,302.00 
 

Year to Date Contributions: $238,735.00 

Year to date Expenses: $236,614.00 

 C. E. 8:25 10:55 Worship 

June 28 57 115 

July 5 55 111 

July 12 31 117 

July 19 43 98 

July 26 51 118 

ATTENDANCE  

Welcome New Members 
Please take a moment and welcome our newest 

members that joined in July. 

Martha Boulden 

143 Kaely Drive 

Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 

maboulden@aol.com 251-802-1444 

Zandra Benton 

105 Mountain Lookout 

Morganton, GA 30560 

404-583-8826 

 

The following donations were made in July: 

In Memory of: 

      Roxanne Neal 

      John Morford 

In Honor of: 

    Daniel Parrish & Sidney Goss 

   * Total amount deposited into Celebration 

Fund $500.00 

CELEBRATION FUND 


