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Old Ways To A New Spiritual Awakening

Lent and Easter are very special times in the life of Christians. They are especially
important in this congregation. The following programs have been developed to
make this season helpful to us all.

The old way to begin Lent is with a cross of ashes on the forehead. This
is way we call it Ash Wednesday. On Wednesday evening, March 5™, we will
gather in the sanctuary to confess that we have not always done our best, been our
best as followers of Christ. We will gather to confess our guilt, ask for forgiveness
and pledge ourselves to a better life with God. Yes, we can do that by ourselves
each day. But there is power in coming together to make this pledge. Please gather
with us at 6:30 p.m. to make our confession and receive the ashes on our foreheads
as a sign that we are indeed seeking to be made new again. This is an old tradition
that leads to new spiritual awakening.

Another old way is to sing and pray the Psalms. For the six Sunday eve-
ning s of Lent we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM for vespers. Our
Minister of Music, Richard Lumpkin, Charles Walls and Paul Porter (with others
to be announced ) will lead us in a program of singing , reading, and praying the
Psalms. There are more than on hundred hymns in our hymnal that are based on
the Psalms and we will be singing them. And after reading the Psalm for the day
we will be making these ancient prayers our own. We hope you will join us.

During Holy Week, Palms Sunday through Easter, there are at least two
special services to help us with our Spiritual Awakening. On Maundy Thursday
our evening worship will feature a cantata by our Choir. Then we will gather
around the tables to share the Lord’s Supper as Jesus did with his disciples before
the crucifixion. Some report that this is one of the most important Communion Ser-
vice we hold each year.

Another old tradition of the church is to gather for prayer during the hours
that Jesus hung on the cross. Our Good Friday service will be held at Noon in
fellowship hall. For several years now we have had many people take part in the
readings that are a part of this service. This year is no different. Some of those
who attend will be asked to read “first person” monologues by the people who were
present at the foot of the cross. Simon of Cyrene, the soldiers with their hammers
and dice, the women at the foot of the cross. We will even hear from Peter who ran
away. Then we will break bread in remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ.

These are Old ways of preparing for Easter, but we hope they will lead to a
new spiritual awakening for each of us. Come worship with us.
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Our Lenten Season Richard Lumpkin

Our Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30. A somber, thought provoking service that
begins our journey toward Holy Week. Each Sunday in lent is a reminder of the stations of the cross. There
will also be a Sunday (late afternoon) meditation service at 6:30. This service is based on fresh insights into
the Psalms of the season. There will be music, prayers, liturgy and a variety of home grown guest speakers.
This hour long service will be contemplative as well as challenging. Palm Sunday will include our standard
parade of palms, seasonal music and beautiful liturgy. Our chancel choir will present "On the Passion of
Christ" by David Williams on Thursday April 17th at 7:00. This dramatic choral representation of the last
supper, Good Friday and the hours that follow is a must experience service of worship for Holy Week.

WedneSday nght Dinners Bill Harrison

The next Wednesday night study series will begin on March 19th, and will be led by Bill Harrison and Gary
Tomblin. The title of the series is: Family: We All Have One. We will present some ways to process is-
sues we brought to adulthood from the family in which we grew up.

VOLUNTEERS NEED ED Nancy Porter

Here is a chance to put your computer skills to work for the church. Help is needed to develop volunteer
schedules for the 10:55 a.m. Sunday services. The schedules are prepared on a software package entitled
“Ministry Scheduler Pro” or MSP for short.

Technical skills with computers and software packages are needed as well as a computer that can handle a
large software package. The main bulk of the work is done once per quarter or, four times per year. The
scheduling is done by both a scheduler and a coordinator. The coordinator also keeps tabs on the weekly
schedules.

Please call or email Nancy Porter if you would like to help schedule volunteers. 706-636-4165 or
nlinder@ellijay.com

Update on FlOOring Sharon Meek, Moderator

Even though the majority of responses that Charlie and I received from the congregation said that your wish
was for the church to drop the lawsuit and move on, our attorney contacted us to say that we must go forward
with the Mediation. He stated that his cost would be minimal and felt it was in our best interest to

proceed. Therefore, Charlie McCann, Malinda Geers, and I met with our attorney on Friday, February 21 to
discuss next steps and lay out a game plan for Mediation. We will go to Mediation on Wednesday, March

12 to meet with all parties. It is our hope and prayer that this day will bring this case to a conclusion and that
we will be able to finish the Fellowship hall without further cost to the church. We will keep you posted.
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FROM MY HEART...
TO YOUR HEART David Griffin

It is good to be back home in church! I have missed being with you in worship, education, small groups,
socially, and especially at the Table. It is good to be home!

In the Town Hall Meeting I was asked about my goal(s) for this period of my sabbatical and I used the
word “balance”. I do not flaunt my imbalance, but I do acknowledge it. During February I have found a
better balance in my life, especially in that silent, reflective, empty time to be with God and to recognize
that common root of all beings and things. How to continue a better balance is my goal, and the last month
has shown me the benefits of that balance.

So with “balance” being the word, I have also been thinking about balance within the church. What does
that look like? Well, it looks a lot like balance in the family. It has to do with healthy behaviors. I re-
ceived an email from the Pastoral Institute in Columbus, GA, regarding the ten significant stresses in fami-
lies and the ten strengths of a healthy family.

Though changes occur from our weaknesses and strengths, I feel changes come best from our
strengths. Here is their list of strengths that build a healthy family. Look at the list for your family and for
our church family.

1. Communicates and listens

Affirms and supports one another

Has a sense of play and humor

Teaches respect for others

Develops a sense of trust

Exhibits a sense of shared responsibility

Has a balance of interaction among members

Respects the privacy of one another

A A S S T o

Fosters family table time and conversation
10.  Admits to and seeks help with problems

In our church family, what do you do most effectively from this list of ten healthy characteristics? It may
be helpful to think of your interaction in different groups. Think about how you interact in Sunday school,
in small groups, in the parking lot, at church dinners, after worship fellowship, and passing the peace. You
know we can act differently in different groups.

Lastly, of these ten characteristics, which one will you commit to work on, to allow it to grow within your
life? My goal is number five — developing a sense of trust. Some will be surprised at this and others will
say it is about time. The work is two ways, however. In words and actions I will be conscious of opening
wider avenues to develop trust - you with me and me with you.

That is my commitment. What is your?
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Voices

OF CHERRY LOG

On this page, listen to
four more Voices that will
tighten the “ties that bind
our hearts in Christian
love.” To know them is

to love them.

#,, Ao
DY O S

Sally Pamplin

Origins: Washington DC and FL; BA
Ed., Emory; MA, Early Childhood
Ed., GA State; EdD in Leadership,
Nova University.

Career: Education specialist with
focus on science for gifted students;
curriculum writing and teaching foun-
dations of education. As a volunteer,
currently writing Environmental
Curriculum for state Environmental
Certification.

Values balance of family, home,
spiritual growth. She and Dell share 6
children and 6 grands. Yoga is essen-
tial; reads philosophy and religion; is
involved in Faith in Fiction, Center-
ing Prayer, Seekers’ SS class, Stephen
Ministry.

CLCC: Found through Charlotte Hale
and Myra Kibler (Ask Sally about
her Nigerian daughter.)

Grace Pleasant

Beginnings: Jiangsu Province, China;
Cherry Log; Walnut Mtn, Ellijay

Seventh grader: favorite subjects:
math, science, engineering (did Tour
of Women in Engineering in GA
Tech); Saturday Morning Classes
—movie making and stop-motion
classes (ask Grace)

Activities: sports: cross-country,
swimming (Gilmer County swim
team), soccer; music: violin, piano,
saxophone (alternate for honor band);
voracious reader; pets — cat Max, dog
Ruby; no name chickens

CLCC: Moms, Jennifer and Susan,
brought her to church at 10 months:
“Though not lots of kids, it’s like
home. I grew up in it and watched it
grow.”

Philosophy: “live life to the fullest”

Bruce Granger

Orgins: Kansas and Missouri; Eco-
nomics degree (track scholarship)
from SWMS; Law degree U of MO,
Kansas City; Army; US Dept. of
Health and Human Services.

Career: Based in Atlanta 20 years

as Chief Regional Counsel cover-

ing 8 states, reported to and advised
Washington, “juggling work and
politics under 7 US Presidents.” Work
was fulfilling, covering all aspects of
federal public services.

Hobbies: Stained glass; runner (8
major marathons); Active in Save
Georgia’s Hemlocks; movie career
(ask him); He and Jackie have 2 sons,
2 grands.

CLCC: Attracted by the Seekers class,
the loving acceptance, no pretense
and broad outreach programs.

\l'

Kenny Neal

Born and educated Mayfield, KY
(married Carla in KY).

Career: Owned construction company in Deltona,
FL: 2004 hurricane sent him to Blue Ridge. Em-
ployed by Jennifer’s Landscaping.

Fun things: Loves hunting, bow and gun, in FL.
swamps, and enjoys eating both venison and alliga-
tor. Time restraints on ‘fun’ things now. (Ask about
alligator hunting). Two children and four grands.

Family brought them to CLCC. “This church changed my life.” When not at work
is ‘on the job’ at CLCC, “giving back to God for what He’s given to me”. Rarely
wears name tag so that Sundays can be his day of rest.
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Moment with the Moderator Sharon Meek

Recently I read a blog about “Leaving Church” and it gave me much to think about and I wanted to share it
with you. I am going to highlight only a few of the paragraphs but you can read the whole blog by going to
http://geoffsurratt.com/

Why I will never leave the church. Geoff Surratt? February 7, 2014

I believe the local church, as dysfunctional and frustrating as it can be, is God’s chosen method of dealing with
man. While God can and does deal with individuals, it is almost always in context of their relationship to the
family. 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Colossians, Philippians, Galatians and Ephesians were all written to
churches about church relationships. 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus were written to church leaders about how to
properly shepherd church relationships. Paul spent his entire ministry establishing churches and dealing with
the messes that ensued. It is impossible to understand most of the New Testament without the lens of belong-
ing to a local church...

Without the local church I tend to only associate with people I like; people who are like me. Within the context
of the local church I am forced to love people who are unattractive, unlovable, and unkind. Without the bond
of family I can simply sidestep the people I do not want to be around, within the community of the local
church I am forced to deal with them. I believe that reflects the kind of community Jesus had in mind when he
chose to build his church. I believe that is the kind of community he died for. I choose to live within the un-
comfortable community of the local church...

When I focus on what I like, how I am fed, what is best for me I become narcissistic. It feeds my inner teen-
ager who rolls his eyes at the thought of sitting at the dinner table with his oh so uncool family. I do not want
to feed my inner teenager, [ want to starve him. When I remember that gathering as a church is not about me, it
1s not about whether my tastes are catered to or my needs are met, it helps me grow into a mature adult. I will
never leave the local church because I cannot grow up without it...

I may not always enjoy the musical worship or feel educated by what I hear in sermons, but I will never leave.

PS: T will never leave Cherry Log Christian Church because I too cannot grow up without it.
Blessings,

Sharon Meek, Moderator

FAITH IN FICTION Myra Kibler

' The Faith in Fiction Book Group meets monthly on the second Friday to discuss
meaningful fiction. In the next four months, we will read and discuss:

March--Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
April--The Goldfinch, Donna Tartt

May--The Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver

June--And the Mountains Echoed, Khaled Hosseini

Anyone who enjoys reading and discussing literature is welcome. We meet at 11am in the
choir room. For further information, contact myra_kibler@yahoo.com.



http://geoffsurratt.com/
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CLCC Youth—Youth Assembly 2014 Georgia Meyers

From Grace, Peyton, and Dylan (CLCC Youth): Matthew 5:16 Let your LIGHT SHINE before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in Heaven. Thank you CLCC members for all your sup-
port and donations to help us get to the Youth Assembly 2014. Your prayers and love were appreciated.

We learned to SHINE for God and not for ourselves... That God is the Light... To go the Light side not the the
dark side...That the light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not extinguish the light.... It only takes a
spark to get a fire going.... A certain darkness is needed to see the stars and shine on.... You are the light of the
world.... God is your Shield.

from Dylan: One of my favorite parts about going the Youth Assembly and Camp Christian is that I get to
spend time with other Disciples of Christ Youth who believe the same way I do. It is so comforting that the
DOC Youth are so welcoming and non-judgmental. There is no family like a church family!

from Grace: One of my favorite parts about Youth Assembly, Camp Christian, and Christmount are all the
different people that come to the events. Also, that I made many friends and people didn't judge me for my
clothes fashion or my skin color. Love you guys.

from Peyton: My favorite part of Youth Assembly is that I enjoy every minute of it. Thank you!

Prayers for Dylan Michael who will be representing Cherry Log Christian Church on the 2014-2015 YAC
(Youth Activities Commission). The Youth Activities Commission is commissioned to guide, nurture, and
plan for our Region's youth ministries, including the annual assembly to be held early 2015. These youth will
work with adult volunteers and the Regional Youth Coordinator to foster and support ministries and develop
the full potential of youth as disciples of Jesus as they participate in the congregational, district, regional and
general expressions of the church.

Rev. Bell Nominated To Be New Regional Minister Bill Thompson

Exciting news has come from our regional church. The Rev. Agnes Denise T
Bell was unanimously recommended to be our new Regional Minister for the
Christian Church in Georgia. Read about Rev. Bell here:
http://www.gadisciples.org/news/Called_Regional Assembly.asp

There will be a special called regional assembly on March 29" at 1:00 pm at
First Christian Church, Macon, Georgia. She will be presented to the churches ¥
at that time for confirmation of her call. We can have five voting delegates at
the assembly. Please contact Cheri Thompson to become one of our voting
delegates at this important meeting.



http://www.gadisciples.org/news/Called_Regional_Assembly.asp
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Check Your Giving In March Bill Thompson

Have you been counted in 2014? We promised God that we would be more gener-
ous in our support of the ministries of the church. January and February’s in-
come figures are in and they are lower than expected. Our actual giving was
$72,285.16 while our planned giving was $95,260. Some who pledged have yet to
give in 2014 and others are a month behind in giving.

January is a month when churches often experience giving that is less than
planned, due to year-end bills that find their way to mailboxes in January. Many
may be struggling with heating bills that are much more than we all thought we’d
ever pay. The church also has had high heating bills. And our balances from last
year are rapidly being depleted.

We hope all will catch up in March. Let’s check our giving and make March a
strong support month for our church!

Congregational Pot Luck Dinner
Wednesday, March 12, 2014

. - 5:30 PM
Pot Luck

Dinnsr Bring your best dish and
_—\ join us for an evening of
conversations and fun.

Why I Love VBS Maureen Hicks

First of all, I get a chance to spend time with my favorite people ever....kids! Even
as a graduate of many years of VBS, there’s still something new to learn every
day. It’s a great chance to meet lots of people from the church, because many
workers are needed at Bible School in lots of different capacities. The hours are
flexible and the bosses let you work where your talents and interests lie. Finally,
it’s a way to say “thank you” to all those adults who were important in my growing
-up years and the workers who took on the task when my own kids were growing

up.
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March 15  Ronald & Nancy Midkiff ~ (57)

Mar. 01 Karen Kennedy Trisha Senterfitt
March 21 Del Woods & Barbara Ferer (106) Bob Matthews Mar. 12 LyneFte Ne.lson
Mar. 03 Jerry Johnson Mar. 13 Jennifer Mills
March 24  Bert & Rel.eah Lent Mar. 04 Cindy Avens Mar. 14 Bob Clarke
Jan Mitchell Mar. 15 Ralph Davis
March 26 Jim & Betty Willis (60) Mar. 06 Hal Doster Mar. 16 Paula Miller
Mar. 07 Sandie Reed Cheer Shepard
Zachary Cox Mar. 24 Jim Self
CELEBRATION FUND Connie Arnold Cheri Thompson
Mar. 08 Carolyn McGinness Mar. 26 Walter Boleman
The following donations were made in January: Mar. 09 Peggy Cleveland Amber Twiggs
Reid Honeycutt Mar. 28 Judy Weiland
In Memoty of: Mar. 10 Hugh Lake Mar. 29 Sally Pamplin
Jane Fowler Larry Lipscomb Mar. 30 Thomas Smith
In Honor of:
Don & Feenie Midkiff o T o
) =

* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund
$1,065.00

ATTENDANCE

Celebrate Worship
Early

Feb. 02 38 122
Feb. 09 36 118
Feb. 16 30 129
Feb. 26 32 124

o >

Firg 1AL
HEALTH

January Treasurer’s Report
General Operating:

Contributions: $39,279.00
Expenses: $58,503.00

Budgeted Income $46,130.00

Year to Date Contributions: $39,279.00
Year to date Expenses: $58,503.00

***January was an atypical month, we had 3 pay-
roll periods and 3 mortgage payments.

February Treasurer’s Report

UPCOMING TRAINING

MY CLCC (AccessACS) &
CHURCH WEBSITE

We are in the beginning stages of planning
training for My CLCC (AccessACS) & our
church website. The sessions will last 30
minutes. Look for a bulletin insert for dates
and times.

General Operating:

Contributions: $33, 531.00
Expenses: $37,733.00

Budgeted Income $46,130.00

Year to Date Contributions: $72,810.00
Year to date Expenses: $96,236.00




