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Holy Week Services
March 25, 2018 Palm Sunday; Learn more about our palm fronds on page 6.
March 30, 2018 Good Friday Service
12:00 p.m.: Join the Friday Prayer Group for A Service of Scripture and Prayer. Soup and
bread lunch to follow..
7:00 p.m.: Our Chancel Choir will present a short cantata telling the story of Holy Week,
called "Gethsemane" by David H. Williams. Spoken and sung texts are taken from the gospels describing the most significant week in Christian history. Please plan to attend this service and bring a
friend.
March 31, 2018 Holy Saturday Labyrinth Walk. Learn more about this meaningful walk on page 2.
April 1, 2018 Easter Sunday, the Celebration of the Resurrection. Join us at 8:25 a.m. or 10:55 a.m.
for worship.

Save the Date!
Cherry Log is hosting a free lecture event on Friday, March 23rd at
7:00 p.m. with Pastor, Author, and Public Speaker John Pavlovitz.
This event is being sponsored by the Office of the Pastor, and will
be attended by many community members beyond our congregation. Please come and show our neighbors and friends the open
welcome of CLCC. See full flier on page 9.

Sunday, March 11
Begin Our Growing Season
Nourished by Faith
Join us to plant your “Sugar Snap peas” to begin our “growing season.” Join us either at the
8:25 AM Worship or our 10:55 AM Worship. Bring your plant as we dedicate ourselves and
our symbolic plants to help us begin our growing season together.

Wednesday Night Programs Resume
Journey of Jesus and Social Justice
What is the role of pain in the human journey? Where
is God with all the pain in the world? What does pain
have to do with theology, the Eucharist, discipleship,
empathy, unity, resurrection, identity, and growth?
Might you feel called to a deeper place from which
you can work for positive change in the world, regardless of the risk or fear you may feel about that calling?
If so, please join us!
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from Living the Questions. We start with the “PreEaster Jesus,” the life he lived before his death and
will follow up with the disciples experiences as a possibility of our faith. During the 6 weeks of this
course, we will follow the Heart of Jesus’s Ministry,
and after Easter, our focus will be on Compassion:
The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry and how that applies to
the sacredness of all life.
Topics that may appeal to you and will be announced
in Friday News email:

Wednesday Night Supper Programs start back on

Healing and Justice

March 7 with a continuation of Living the Questions,

Loving Our Way Forward

interviews with well-known theologians followed by

Pain, Struggle and Suffering

discussion, and “The Work of the People,” which

Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision

calls us to a journey toward our shared humanity and

The Myth of Redemptive Violence

our call to “Christ-likeness,” with the underlying

Practicing Resurrection

theme on transformation.
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Enjoy fellowship at 5:30 with a brown bag dinner, fol-

COMPASSION: THE HEART OF JESUS’ MINISTRY lowed by the program beginning at 6, usually lasting

Wednesday, March 7 we focus on the sacredness of

an hour. Facilitators are Marshall Burke, Peggy Cleve-

the life and ministry of Jesus, with “Lives of Jesus”

land, Sally Pamplin

Prayer Labyrinth Walk: Saturday, March 31, 1 p.m.
On Holy Saturday, the dark time between the crucifixion on Good Friday and the resurrection on Easter Sunday, we will gather together at 1 p.m. to walk our CLCC prayer labyrinth as a symbolic journey into the darkness of death that precedes the light of new life. At this time we will reflect on the faithful discipleship of
Mary Magdalene, who according to the Gospels remained with Jesus throughout the time of his death and resurrection. Mary Magdalene was present at the crucifixion (Matt. 27:55-56; Mark 15:40; Luke 23:49; John
19:25) and at the tomb where Jesus was laid for burial (Matt. 27:61; Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55-56.) All four
Gospels claim that Mary Magdalene was a witness to the resurrection (Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:
1-11; John 20:1-18.) The Gospel according to John says that it was Mary Magdalene who, following the instructions of Jesus, announced to the other disciples, “I have seen the
Lord!” On this basis the early church gave Mary Magdalene the title
“Apostle to the Apostles.”
Mary Magdalene can serve as a model of trust and devotion for us as we
participate as faithful disciples in the events of Holy Week. When we walk
the labyrinth on Holy Saturday, we will follow her way by maintaining a
prayerful presence during this day of darkness that comes before the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A Moment With Our Pastor…
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It is my great pleasure to sit and write to you a few words as we begin the
month of March. I have a particular appreciation for March. It is the breaking
month between what feels like winter and what is beginning to feel like spring. The
warmth of March’s springtime sunshine feels like the passion of life itself is baptizing creation. March is also when baseball’s spring training begins, and so my childlike passion for the national pastime is finally satisfied again for another season.
March is typically taken up in large part with the liturgical season of Lent, and so
the passion of suffering along the wilderness road towards Easter usually leaves me more reverent of the kingdom-come. And, well, this fine month wraps up with my birthday - so there is that.
We’ll focus in March on the spiritual dynamic of Passion. This month in our worshiping we will ask ourselves how it is that the biblical witness speaks of the experience of passion, how historically we have used
passion to be the fuel of society-making, and how the Spirit of the living God might move among us through
the vitality of a passionate faith. I hope you all share my curiosity around how passion relates to our journeying towards a meaningful life. Join us in worship this month, and invite your neighbors and friends to join us
as well in our considerations of the gospel.
There are other events upcoming, besides worship, being hosted at the church which are worth an invitation to your friends and neighbors - and there are a few schedule adjustments of which I want to make you
aware. Most pressing, the Opening of the Garden for Others event has been moved to the last Sunday of April
(4.29.18). This is due to some troubling weather reports which could find us with a little late season snow in a
couple weeks and to an opportunity for the Garden to be re-graded (which is really needed!). We will still receive your stewarded sweet pea plants during our worship services on March 11th, as planned. Our garden is a
unique and powerful witness to how the Church can make meaningful impact on the wider community - both
with the harvested crops and with the gospel proclamation that we steward this Garden entirely for Others.
Please plan to attend the Opening event with us on April 29th.
On Friday evening, March 23rd, at 7pm, there will be a lecture event in the Sanctuary featuring pastor,
writer, and public speaker John Pavlovitz. This event will draw many interested neighbors from around northern Georgia, and give Cherry Log CC the opportunity to share its gracious hospitality to those who might not
have known we are here. I hope our congregation will come to welcome our guests and to hear Rev. Pavlovitz’s impassioned calling for ‘A Bigger Table’ of spiritual community in America.
And finally, I want to share my own passionate thanks for the way this church has welcomed new faces
into our congregational life. I also want to share my gratitude for those who have come to see what is happening here at Cherry Log CC more recently, and decided that they might too be part of this story-being-written.
We are beginning to learn again what it means to be a growing church, what a passionate witness to the gospel
means. And I want every person who is spiritually fed by their experiences with Cherry Log CC to feel invited
into a more meaningful covenantal partnership with the church. For me, that is what membership does. Proclaiming membership within this church is a way to claim a deepening commitment to one’s own life of faith
and commitment to the passion of the gospel being made manifest in our own communities. When we opt-in
with our whole selves, the power of the Spirit to bring the blessings of God is emboldened. And so, because I
am passionate about creating environments where the Holy Spirit can be experienced, I am asking that everyone consider their own “membership” with this church. If you are already a member, how is it that your membership has undergirded your journey of faith? And how is it that you share those stories with others? If you
are a regular attender, how can this church receive you more fully? And if you have recently come to begin
worshiping with this church, what would confirm for you that Cherry Log is a worthy partner with which to
seek out justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God? How can we better be a spiritual home for
you? I encourage you to bring your questions and considerations on membership to me, I am eager for those
conversations. May the Lord bless you and keep you in the warm embrace of a passionate life of faith!
In Christ,
Pastor Adam

Finance Committee Report
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Revenue for January was $41,135 which exceeded expenses by $5,119. Some members give on an annual,
semi-annual or quarterly basis. First quarter revenue figures are traditionally inflated by these contributions
and do not always represent a normal going rate. Average weekly attendance for January was 171, so the
year is off to a good start.
As you may know, we are scheduled to renegotiate our mortgage in 2018. Because the financial markets are
projecting higher interest rates, Ted Minick and I reached out to Rick Reisinger, President, Disciples Church
Extension Fund, to discuss accelerating our mortgage negotiation from July to March. He was receptive and
will meet with us in March to discuss the refinancing. We look forward to keeping you informed of our discussions and the results of our discussions.

CLCC Children Volunteers Needed
WE NEED YOU! An empty nester or grandchildren too big to crawl into your lap? Missing
those spontaneous hugs and kisses and pats on the head? We can help.
Your church nursery and toddlers’ classrooms need you for special and/or midweek services.
As we anticipate more children at church, we need to have the nursery and toddlers’ areas
open. Our regular staff is not available on weekdays and are available only occasionally in the
evenings. If you or someone you know in the community has an interest, please let Becky
Walls or Malinda Geers know as soon as possible. Working with these children does require
having a criminal background check. We can give you all the details upon request. Thank you.
Becky

Green Chalice News
Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday
As part of our Green Chalice initiative, our congregation will join many others this year in using “eco-palms” in our Palm Sunday observance. The website ecopalms.org will give you
more complete information, but here are some basics: the palm fronds come from Mexico and
Guatemala. There are several species, so ours may not look just like those of another church.
The forests in which these palms grow are protected because of the palms being there, and they
are sustainably harvested. In addition, the harvesters get a fair price for the product. The Disciples of Christ are one of several church bodies supporting this project. So when you wave your
palm frond on Palm Sunday, remember that this year, our palms are supporting forests and people who depend on them for income, in a fair and sustainable way.

Silver Yin Yoga During Lent
Lent is a special time to create space in the busyness of our lives. I invite you to attend Silver Yin Yoga on
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. We practice the stillness of the body, breath, and mind. Muscles are
stretched deeper reaching the muscle tissue and fascia allowing the body to become still. We become aware of
the rhythm of our breath to deepen our stillness. Holding poses for a longer time allows our minds to become
quiet. In the quiet and stillness we find the inner landscape of ourselves where the most sacred of us experience the sacredness of God.
I invite you to set aside an hour of your busy life to experience the stillness and quiet during Lent.
Note: The class will not meet on March 7th.

Monica Ledford
Born in Decatur, GA, raised in Blue
Ridge; graduate of Young Harris, Early
Childhood Ed. Degree, Demorest College; met Christy 1995; together established successful medical equipment
sales and adult daycare business in
Clarksville; managed business end of
business 16 years; fulfilling lifetime calling to ministry, secured BA in Biblical
Studies, Pastoral Care and ordination;
established International Christian Community Church in home and pastored 6
years until return to Blue Ridge for parental care; currently office manager,
Gilmer Health Dept.; they share 3 children, 2 grands; CLCC: “[the first] church
that matches our beliefs and accepts
us”; another long time wish—to be a
Stephen Minister is being fulfilled in
CLCC

Don Hyatt
Born in Seattle, Washington in 1958. He
had a brother and sister who are both
deceased. Moved to Georgia in 1968.
Don was a general machinist for 30 years
and worked for a couple of companies in
the Atlanta area. He retired in 2008 and
he and his Mom moved to north Georgia. His Mom found Cherry Log through
her dear friend, Betty Gardin and she
and Don joined in 2010. Gloria told Don
“Someone my age needs to go to church,
so he came with her.” Don says that
Cherry Log is “like family and close to his
heart.” He is known for his warm
greeting to everyone he meets.
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Christy Ledford
Born and raised in Gainesville; earned
Occupational Therapy degree from
Medical College of Georgia and practiced in nursing homes and schools;
met Monica 1995, moved to Clarksville
and together established a medical
equipment and adult day care business; she was the patient contact part
of the business and Monica the practical; intensely searched for an accepting church compatible with their
beliefs, but to no avail, so started a
home church (International Christian
Community Church) until moving to
Blue Ridge. Enjoys audio books and
cooking, but best of all enjoys taking
care of people, being of service to others. Yvonne McNelley, Monica’s sister, recommended CLCC

Thomas Smith
Born in Atlanta, raised in Fayettville, graduate
of Benjamin Franklin Academy; psychology major, history minor from Reinhardt University;
soon to complete MDiv at Columbia Theological
Seminary, Atlanta; endorsed for seminary studies by CLCC, 2012; mother, Cynthia Smith, introduced him to CLCC; family heritage influenced
his interest in ministry, but “the wonderful
treatment and spirit of this church made me
happy and opened me to the call for ministry”;
a host of folks named as mentors—Porters,
Dosters, Brewers, Tingles, Johnsons and more;
as yet not sure what aspect of ministry he will
follow, but has keen interest in human trafficking problem. Enjoys reading,
writing, extreme sports (water), playing guitar
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Mortgage Relief Coordinator
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It was my great pleasure to be introduced this past month in worship as the Mortgage Relief Coordinator. I am
excited at the opportunity this position affords the church to put some critical thinking around how we will
emancipate ourselves from our mortgage debt.
In this effort, as the intentional work around mortgage relief begins, I wanted to ensure we start this process by
asking you, our members and invested partners, for your best ideas and collective wisdom regarding potential
solutions accelerate reduction of our mortgage balance.
Already some folks have approached me with some ideas, and if a few of you have ideas - than many more
might have some thinking along these lines as well! And so, I would love to hear from all of you! This issue is
a congregation-wide problem, which I am convinced can best be addressed by congregation-wide solutions.
As I see it, the core principle in this effort is to carry out the collective values of the congregants. That is to
ask, how can we both enhance ministry and missions and engage in ways that significantly reduces our remaining two million dollars in outstanding mortgage responsibilities?
In March, our Finance Chair Bill Groce and I will be having a conversation with the Board of Church Extension (BCE) on their required refinancing. It is my hope that we will gather some promising ideas, those which
we are soliciting from our congregation, to present a coherent view of our collective approach in that brainstorming session with BCE.
So, in the next week or two especially, and thereafter, I would ask every person here at Cherry Log CC to
come forward with your suggestions, comments, or even criticisms on current and future practices and activities. I am open and eager to hear all you have to say on this subject. Even if you simply need some of your
questions answered – don’t hesitate to reach out. Your participation in setting Cherry Log free from debt is
very much needed and very much appreciated.
Thank you in advance,
Ted Minick, Mortgage Relief Coordinator, Cherry Log Christian Church

Spring Day of Service
As we look forward to the end of Winter, and the warmth of Spring,
we begin to see things in a new light. Join us o March 24th for our
Spring Day of Service. We have jobs that can be done on the outside
as well as inside.
There are shrubs and trees to trim, weeds to pull and mulch to spread.
Windows to be cleaned, chairs to clean and baseboards to dust. We
have a lot on our list, come and many hands light work.

Georgia Regional Assembly
168th Regional Assembly
of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Georgia
April 27 - 28, 2018
HOSTED BY:
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Columbus
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Terri Hord Owens
For more information or to register go to:
http://www.gadisciples.org/news/RegAssm/RegAssembly.asp

An English Tea Party is planned in honor of Craddock Center founder, board member
and friend, Mrs. Nettie Craddock. The tea party for Mrs. Craddock will be held Saturday, May 5,2018 from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm at The Craddock Center,
186 Fred Craddock Drive, Cherry Log, Georgia.
Mrs.Craddock’s family and friends are invited to host a table of five guests. You may
invite your own guest, or allow other guests to sit at your table. Each table will bring
their own tea pot, dishes, decorations and treats. There will be no such thing as an
overdressed table and "themes" are certainly encouraged! There will be a best decorated table and a most imaginative table competition.
For your convenience The Craddock Center will make available hot water for your tea,
ice water, birthday cake and cupcakes. Each table will have a white tablecloth and
gifts for each guest. The Craddock Center will supply you with invitations to send to
potential guests if you like.
The Craddock Center Children’s Enrichment Program storytellers and musicians will
provide wonderful entertainment. A photographer will be present to capture the fabulous memories of the day! All memories will be available for access by you and your
guests through online downloading.
Everyone loves a good Tea Party but if hosting a table is not your cup of tea, please let
us know and perhaps you can attend as a guest of a table. We offer sixteen tables for
hosting and limited seating, so please reserve yours promptly! Tables will be reserved
on a first come first reserved basis and there will not be a charge.
We sincerely hope you will join us on May 5, 2018 as we honor Mrs. Nettie Craddock
through celebration of her birthday!
In lieu of gifts Mrs. Craddock ask that a love offering be giving to
The Craddock Center.
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CLCC Outreach
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The members of the Outreach Council are very busy working with those in need in our community and around
the world. Would you like to help in the garden, the clothes closet, one of the food pantries, learn to quilt or
crochet or knit, work with the Tower Road community, learn about the Life for Children Ministry in Kenya? If so, we would love to have you join us. Please contact the chairperson of the committee you are interested in learning more about.
Garden for Others

Sharon Meek

Clothes Closet

Jane Murray

Gilmer Food Pantry

Katie Griffin

Fannin Food Pantry

Barbara Ferer or Jane Kimsey

Jill's Quilts

Jane Carwell

Chris' Comfort and Joy Betty Schafer
Tower Road

Marshall Burke

Kenyan Project

Jane Carwell

Life for Children Ministry
The Kenyan Project is a world outreach project. We work with the Life for Children Ministry helping the
HIV/AIDS widows and orphans in Kenya. The founder of the Ministry, Michael Agwande, will be with us at
Cherry Log on Sunday, March 18 for both services. After each service, Michael and the Cherry Log mission
team will be available to talk about his ministry.
Last October, a mission team from Cherry Log went to Kenya to help build a widow's house and work with the
children at the school in Wachara. The team, Wendy and Bill Cox, Dorothy Morford, Becky Walls, and Jane
Carwell, will serve ice cream after each service on the 18th. We will also sell Dorothy's cookies for $2 a
bag. All money raised will be given to the Life for Children Ministry.
A mission trip is being planned for May, 2019. If you are interested in learning more about the trip, please talk
to any of the mission team members.
We will also have a spaghetti dinner and cake auction on March 24th. Donations for the dinner will be accepted and the proceeds will go to the local Benevolence fund. The proceeds from the cake auction will go toward
the costs of the mission trip in 2019. The auction will be conducted by our pastor, Adam since John Baird has
moved. Looking forward to hearing Adam auctioning cakes!! Come buy your cakes for Easter.
We appreciate your support and look forward to sharing our experiences with you.

Thank You for Your Special Gifts
In January you
gave $2,214.00 in
Support of Church
World Services
Blanket Sunday!

In February, you donated
$2,266.00 for Week of
Compassion!

Mar 1 Bob Lewis

Mar 14 Bob Clarke

Mar 3 Jerry Johnson

Mar 16 Cheer Shepard
Paula Miller

General Operating:

Mar 24 Cheri Thompson
Jim Self

Contributions: $41,135.00
Expenses:
$36,016.00

Mar 4 Jan Mitchell
Cindy Avens
Mar 6 Hal Doster

January Treasurer’s Report

Mar 26 Walter Boleman

Mar 7 Zachary Cox
Mar 9 Peggy Cleveland
Carolyn Lakes
Mar 10 Trisha Senterfitt
Becky Vallely
Mar 12 Lynette Nelson

Mar 28 Judy Weiland
Kay Zimbrick
Mar 29 Sally Pamplin
Mar 30 Thomas Smith
Mar 31 Adam Bradley

Mar 13 Jennifer Mills

Year to Date Contributions: $41,135.00
Year to Date Expenses:
$36,016.00
In the Black: $5,119.00

CELEBRATION FUND
The following donations were made this
past month:
In Memory of
Jessie Landreth Joe Pugh and Bill Thompson

ATTENDANCE
8:25 C. E.

March 15 Ronald & Nancy Midkiff (61)

10:55 Worship

Feb. 7

32

92

Feb. 11

37

109

Feb. 18

40

124

Feb. 25

32

104

March 26 Jim & Betty Willis (64)

Pastor Adams New Office Hours
Beginning on March 5th, Pastor Adam will be taking
Monday’s off . He will be in the office Tuesday thru
Thursday and and will reserve Fridays for writing and
worship preparation away from the office.

May 20th Homecoming
One service 10:00 a.m.

August 4th Church Picnic
10:00 a.m. ETC Pavilion

October 5th & 6th
Church Yard Sale

