
Week of Compassion Responds to Gilmer Floods 

 

The recent flooding in Gilmer Country impacted many individuals; among whom 

were members of Cherry Log Christian Church.  Week of Compassion, an offering 

emphasized in February but accepted year round, seeks to assist those in need at 

home and worldwide because of disasters  Week of Compassion had already 

contacted the Christian Church in Georgia to see if grants were needed to 

help victims. So, on Sunday, when the need was known, our Outreach Council 

contacted the region with the request, and a grant was wired to the Region 

the next day for dispersal!  Praise Be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Craddock to teach  

Sunday School in September 

 
It's always a treat to hear Dr. Fred Craddock preach or teach. We 

get to enjoy that experience, once again, each 

Sunday morning, during the month of Septem-

ber. Fred will be teaching an elective Sunday 

School class, entitled "Gethsemane: In the 

Days of His Flesh." 

His deep insights, communicated in a down-to-

earth way, with a dash of Fred's own special hu-

mor, are guaranteed to inform and inspire. The 

Class meets in the fellowship hall, each and 

every Sunday in September, at 9:30 am. Don't miss it! 
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A SMALL GROUP training group will be lead for eight weeks beginning this Fall.  If you would like to dis-

cern if you are being called to be a spiritual formation small group leader, contact Julie Johnson at holy-

creek@AOL.com 

The group will meet on Sundays late afternoons from 4-6pm at the church.  Training begins in October and 

runs through the Sunday before Thanksgiving. 

Do you know someone who has these 7 characteristics? (you?):  1). Vital friendship with God, 2) Heart for 

people.  3) Ability to take initiative 5) Leadership qualities 6) Teachable and 7) Available. 

If you'd like to learn more or explore this ministry, contact Julie. 

Small Group Training                             Julie Johnson 
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FROM MY HEART… 

                   TO YOUR HEART            David Griffin 
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What is more important is not who we are now, but who we are called to be.   
 

 There is a real struggle between these two “realities”.  I put realities in quotes because who we think we are 

now is not really who we are now.  We live from our perceptions more than actuality.  We think about the fu-

ture and look at the future through our smoky crystal ball, like seeing in a mirror dimly.  We struggle between 

the darkness of past/present and the call to the light of Christ’s spirit. 
 

Take, for example Simon Peter.  Maybe Peter sees his present reality only as a fisherman; he is just a rough 

seaman.   He is the brother of Andrew and it is Andrew who announces that Jesus is the messiah and it is An-

drew who introduces Simon to Jesus.   
 

“So you are Simon,” Jesus says, “but you are to become as firm as a rock.” Jesus 

calls him Rock, translated as Peter.  Jesus was not so much concerned about who 

Simon is in the present but about Simon’s destiny.   
 

Peter could not remain the same and fulfill Jesus’ destiny for him.  Neither can 

we. 
 

 Recently several of our committees, a Council and the Board flagged by their 

votes and their forward thinking that we, too, cannot remain the same and be the 

church that Jesus calls us to be. 

 

 You will read another report from the Outreach Council in this issue of the 

Cherrylogue regarding the Board’s decision to support the Reconciliation Offering, one of several offerings 

that are supported by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The Reconciliation Offering is used to fund 

the Church’s mission priority to become a pro-reconciling/anti-racists church through experiential education, 

inclusive worship, and intentional dialogue across ethnic/racial differences.   Does that not fit who Cherry Log 

is! 
 

 What committees, a Council, and the Board have done is to say that this Reconciliation Project is important 

and that we need to really support the efforts to be reconcilers with our offerings, our words, and our deeds.  I 

whole-heartedly support this move forward for our church. 
 

 I am excited about this move forward which also signals that we feel called not to be complacent and shore us 

what exists, but to move from Simon the fisherman to Peter the Rock. 
 

 Please let me be clear.  Our committees, councils and board are setting policies and procedures are in 

place.  We are following the process that the new Constitution and By-Laws have opened for us. 
 

 The sails are set; we may need to readjust with the winds, but the course is set and we are moving for-

ward.  Can’t you just feel it?  I can! 
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Legacy Partners Foundation               Hal Doster 

Did you know there are Legacy Gift possibilities that can provide both you and CLCC with an income?  Three 

Life Income possibilities follow: 

 

A Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust is a custom designed and individually managed trust that enables you 

to retain a fixed income for your lifetime or for a fixed term of years; to claim a current income tax deduction; 

and to make a future gift to CLCC. 

 

A Charitable Gift Annuity enables you to transfer cash or marketable securities to the Cherry Log Christian 

Church (CLCC) by way of the Christian Church Foundation (DOC). The Foundation issues the gift annuity 

with the promise to make fixed annual payments to you for life and also to receive a current income tax deduc-

tion.  Annuity payments can begin immediately or can be deferred to a later date. 

 

A Deferred Payment Gift Annuity is a different form of gift annuity in which the annuity payments are de-

layed for a number of years.  The deferment provides for rates that make it an attractive supplement to retire-

ment income when needed. 

 

You, in consultation with your financial planner, can determine which choice is the best fit. 

 

To meet the needs of those meeting with the Group the future meetings, beginning in September, will start at 

1:00 P.M. and meet for one hour.  As usual, we meet on the second Tuesday of each month.  The purpose of 

the Group meetings is to allow the participants to offer support to one another and share coping strategies for 

the various issues that caregivers face.   While most of the members have spouses with dementia issues, we 

have found over time that caregiving is caregiving regardless of the diagnosis.  All are welcome to attend. 

We also want to welcome Jean Rose as our facilitator.  She is a licensed counselor with advanced training and 

has already demonstrated her capacity to be helpful to the Group over the last two months.  Paul Porter who 

has been leading the group for the last  five years will not be able to attend for a few months because of medi-

cal treatments he is receiving.  He expects to return to the group as health permits. 

News from the Caregiver Support Group       Paul Porter 

CLCC Painter’s Group                                      Ruth West 

If you are interested in  painting,  beginner or advanced, all are welcome to meet with us from 10am till 2pm 

every  2nd Tuesday of the month   in the Fellowship Hall.     

We have a great time  and  learn and  are inspired by each other.  

We bring our  sandwich,  coffee is always there and break at noon for lunch.  

Any  questions,  call  Ruth at 706-636-3532.  Hope you will join us.  
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MOMENT with the MODERATOR         Sharon Meek 

I wanted to share with the congregation that your Board has been hard at work.  Here’s what has been happen-

ing this summer: 

AUDIT:  Monies were approved to have an outside audit to be done on our financial procedures.  We will 

be using Rushton and Company out of Gainesville.  These accountants have experience with church 

procedures.  We look forward to learning how well we are doing with the management of our finances.  

We hope to have the audit completed around the first of September; we will share with you the results 

in our next Cherrylogue. 

RECONCILATION OFFERING:  The Outreach Council via the Resources Council put forth a request to 

add the Disciples’ Reconciliation Offering to our mission offerings.  The Board approved the addition 

of this offering. The 2013 Reconciliation Offering will be received in Disciple congregations on Sep-

tember 29th.  This special offering is used to fund our Church’s mission priority to become a pro-

reconciling/anti-racist church through experiential education, inclusive worship, and intentional dia-

logue across differences. 

DESIGNATED GIFT POLICY:  The Board created a task group charged with developing a designated gift 

policy.  The policy’s purpose is to provide guidance when individuals wish to give the church a gift for 

a specific purpose.  This designated gift policy will determine: whether the designated gift is in keeping 

with the mission of the church; whether or not there is a need for approval; and if approval is required, 

who will have the approval authority (a committee/group, a Council, the Board, the Congregation). 

LEASING OF THE CHURCH ON THE HILL:  The Board has approved a pre-lease to Calvary Baptist 

Church, formerly of Ellijay, with the hopes of completing a full lease before you receive this Cherry-

logue.  This growing congregation is hopeful of purchasing the church on the hill at some point in the 

future.  Supporting an upstart church is another way CLCC interacts with our community. 

THE LITTLE WHITE HOUSE:  We continue to work with several committees to make use of “The Little 

White House” for community and church activities.  We hope to soon announce that the church clothes 

closet has moved to the little white house. 

As you can see, your Board is hard at work doing what the Lord has asked us to do – love our neighbors 

and love our church. 

The Faith in Fiction Book Group meets in September on the 4th Friday, September 27, at 

11:30 am. to discuss Jhumpa Lahiri's book, The Namesake.  Michael Gruber's The Good 

Son is scheduled for October and Eliot Pattison's The Skull Mantra for November.  Each 

of these books looks at faith issues through the perspective of another culture.   

This group is open to anyone who reads the book and would enjoy discussing it.  Mem-

bers of this group enjoy reading literature that expands our personal views and pro-

vides for discussion of meaning. 

For more information, contact myra_kibler@yahoo.com or call 706-636-5657   

Faith in Fiction Book Group          Myra Kibler 
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RECONCILIATION SPECIAL OFFERING      Jim Tingle 

"...there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but 

Christ is all and in all!  As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, for-

give each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with 

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in the one body." (Colossians 3:11-15 NRSV) 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a history dating from the 1960s 

of sharing our resources to address the racism of our society, and within our 

own denomination. We call this process the Reconciliation Ministry. 

The 2013 Reconciliation Offering will be received in congregations on Sep-

tember 29th.  This Special Offering is used to fund our Church’s mission prior-

ity to become a pro-reconciling/ anti-racist church through experiential educa-

tion, inclusive worship and intentional dialogue across differences. Funds from 

this offering are providing for leadership development in our camps, our com-

munities and our congregations as well as providing resources to promote small 

group study and community-action. Your giving is changing lives and building 

hope for the realm of God for our children and for Christ's Church! 

The 2020 Vision adopted by our church names this work as one of the four pri-

orities of our mission together as a whole church. This voluntary annual offer-

ing is the only source of funding for this ministry. 100% of this  
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Godly Play begins a new cycle of stories this fall.  We will enter into the stories of God as we hear ancient 

words echoing through the centuries… “In the beginning, God created…”  We will entering into wondering, 

asking, “I wonder how Adam felt?” We will respond to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit through music, art, 

building, praying, caring for our room and one another.  Play is the work of children.  Play opens up the world.  

Play is holy. 

Godly Play is an amazing Christian formation experience.  At Cherry Log, we will 

have two age groups in one room – 3 yrs. old- 2nd grade/ 2nd grade - 5th grade.  The 

older children will hear a more complex version of the story during the educational 

hour (9:30-10:45am) while the younger children play and explore.  During the second 

worship hour, the older group will worship in “big church” while the younger children 

will worship in the Godly Play Atrium. 

You might be surprised to learn that Godly Play takes many forms.  There are versions 

of Godly Play in many religious traditions and in many languages all over the world.  

There are hospital chaplains that carry the stories to the rooms of sick children.  There 

are adult wondering models where God’s children of all ages hear the scriptures, won-

der and creatively respond.  There is a developing movement to use Godly Play with 

children with special needs and adults with dementia and Alzheimer’s. 

Godly Play                                                Julie Johnson 

 

                  

http://www.reconciliationministry.org/Portals/RM/2013 RM Special Offering/English M4M Love Takes Courage 2013.pdf


The Cherry Log Prayer Shawl Ministry will begin again in September.  Our first meeting will be Monday, 

September 23rd at the church.   This ministry is for anyone who wants to help knit or crochet shawls, lap blan-

kets, and comfort blankets for children.  We make these items for members or friends of our church who will 

be comforted by being wrapped in the blessings and prayers that we send along with each one.   

      You do not need to know how to knit or crochet.  We will teach you the basics and help you along the 

way.   In choosing your yarn for the projects, we ask that you use soft yarns.  We will also help you pick out 

yarn.   

      We hope that this ministry will also serve as a great time to get together for fun and fellowship once a 

month.  We will have a salad  lunch at the church after knitting so please let me know if you would like to 

come!   

Mary Beth Shepard 

mbshepard@ellijay.com 

706-636-5049 

       Any contribution to our yarn fund will be greatly appreciated!!   

"Bridges to Contemplative Living" With Thomas Merton 

 "Contemplative Living" .."is to live in the here and now, in true relationship with oneself, God, 

others, and nature, free from the illusion of separateness; It is not living as an ascetic, or re-

cluse, apart from the rest of the world." ( Thomas Merton) 

 "Bridges to Contemplative Living" ("Bridges")is a small group program designed to foster the 

concept of  living fully, and  being consciously aware of our daily personal actions, and interac-

tions, in this world. 

 Groups of 4-8 persons, led by a "Bridges" certified facilitator,  meet regularly to follow and prac-

tice the program teachings and principles. Each session normally is 60-90 minutes and a  com-

plete program lasts for 4-8 weeks depending on the group's "front-end" decision. Each session 

includes: 

Reflection: on a Psalm Passage, 

Readings: Merton's  "voice"  and the "voice" of another spiritual writer such as Pema Chadron,  

the Dalai Lama,etc. 

Reflection and Dialogue: of the readings, by individual members and the entire group.  

Closing Prayer - and assigned readings. 

 An initial Introductory Meeting  to  fully explain  the "Bridges to Contemplative Living" pro-

gram, led by Larry Jo Weas- a "Bridges" facilitator- will be held 6:30 p.m- 7:30 p.m. . Sunday , 

September 15th in the  conference room. It will be most helpful for planning if you will call the 

church office/Malinda by 9-13 to tell her if you plan to attend this meeting. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  Mary Beth Shepard 
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Upcoming Study Group Meeting             Larry Weas 
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

I would like to thank everyone at our wonderful church for celebrating Jill's life 

in such a glorious and loving memorial service. There were so many of you 

who gave of yourselves to make the service so very special.  I was going 

through the many cards and letters we received over so many months and 

thanking God for the countless hours of prayers which were uplifted for us.  Her 

faith was constant and her love of God, family, and friends was never ending. 

She will be missed.   Pam Young 

The following made donations in August: 

In Memory of: 
   Cecil Kipling by Del Woods & Barbara Ferer 
   Jillayn Wolleat by Bob & Ida-Anne Clarke, 
Hugh & Fran Lake,  Catherine Davenport, Eric 
& Brittany Reed, Joy Jiminez, John & Dorothy 
Morford, Abita Brewing Company, James & 
Celia Gust, Ruth Wester, Glenda McCumbee & 
Karen Price 

In Honor of: 
   Pam Young by Glenda McCumbee & Karen 
Price 

In Celebration of:   
   Roxane Neal & Darlene Fike by Hugh & 
Fran lake 

  

* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund 
$670.00 

 

 

September 01      John & John Pettit (55) 

September 02      Alan & Teri Slemons (17) 

September 04      Hoyal & Ruth West (54) 

September 09      Richard & Jackie Lumpkin(23) 

September 11      Jim & Carla Self (36) 

September 12      Bill & Gwen Henry (14) 

September 13      John & Joan Dickinson(54) 

September 13      James & Janice Harris (43) 

September 14      Charles & Shirley Brewer(38) 

September 14      Bill & Wendy Cox (26) 

September 22      David & Jane Griffin (5) 

 Celebrate 
Early 

Worship 

Aug.. 4 124 42 

Aug. 11 144 52 

Aug. 18 149 43 

   

   

   

   

CELEBRATION FUND 

July Treasurer’s Report 

General Operating: 

Contributions: $26,473.06.00 

Expenses: 31,569.57.00 

Year to Date Contributions: $206,839.00 

Year to date Expenses: $203,964.00 

Building Fund: 

Contributions: $15,032.00 

Expenses:  $12,976.00 

Year to Date Contributions: $89,546.00 

Year to date Expenses: $100,659.00 

ATTENDANCE 

Sept. 01   Sheryl Holstein 
Sept. 04   Darlene Fike 
   Betty Gardin 
Sept. 05   Sidney Goss 
   Neva Helms 
Sept. 06   Fran Lake 
Sept. 07   Mac McRoberts 
Sept. 08   Ed Boye 
Sept. 09   Deborah Lewis 
   Wilma Rowe 
Sept. 10   Carla Self 
Sept. 12   Bobbie Cherry 
Sept. 13   Frazier Coffie 

   Karen Boyer 
Sept. 15   Linda Jarrard 
Sept. 17   Vivian Wood 
Sept. 20   Cathy Smith 
   Gary Tomblin 
Sept. 21   Marshall Burke 
Sept. 22   Dan Pile 
Sept. 23   Cathy Johnson 
Sept. 25   Gail Dennis 
   Sharon Meek 
Sept. 26   Janet Tripp 
Sept. 28   Richard Zelley 
Sept. 29   Ronald Jensen 

 


