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Dr. J. David Griffin, Senior Minister Dr. Fred B. Craddock, Minister Emeritus

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, July 22,2012, immediately following Worship

Dear CLCC Members,

At the June 30 Board Meeting, three significant recommendations from committees were considered
and overwhelmingly passed by the Board; these now come before the congregation for consideration
and action.

Recommendation 1 from Stewardship and Finance (Chair Rusty Coleman) proposes the establishment
and implementation of a Legacy Gift Fund for CLCC.

Recommendation 2 from the ad hoc Constitution/By-laws committee (Chair Jack Senterfitt) proposes
approval of the Constitution and By-laws as presented for consideration and action while granting the
Board maximum flexibility to accomplish the transition to the new organizational structure.

Important items you need to know:

1. We need a quorum of 162 votes—yeas, nays, abstentions—for any binding action. Your at-
tendance and vote are critically important.

2. If you know that you will be unable to attend on Sunday, 7/22, numbered absentee ballots may
be requested from the office at any time and will be available on the Sundays preceding the
Sunday of voting.

3. The recommendations, in their entirety and including the relevant policies, are available on the
CLCC web-site www.clccdoc.org. If you have no internet access, hard copies may be request-
ed from the church office.

4. The Moderator and Committee Chairs are available for conversation should you have questions
about any/all of the proposals pending.

These are exciting times for Cherry Log Christian Church; each of these exciting initiatives turns a
new page for us and has the potential to provide energy to us and for us. Your careful and prayerful
consideration of each proposal is genuinely sought; your vote is critical.

Thanks,

Ham Kimzey, Moderator
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Financial Moment....

Rusty Coleman, Chair

With approximately half of the year behind us, let’s take a minute and reflect on what has been accomplished
by the Finance/Stewardship Committee.

1) We were able to refinance the debt on our facilities and reduce our cash outlay by approximately $7,952.00
per month. This took a lot of pressure off making all of our monthly bills.

2) As part of this restructuring, we have established several reserve funds that are critical for our financial well
being.

3) We were in negotiations to sell the Church on the Hill for several weeks. Unfortunately, we were not able
to close the deal for this property. However, we are still actively showing it. In addition, we used it for Vaca-
tion Bible School due to the electrical issues with our main building.

4) We were able to close the deal on the little white house next door. After a well supported clean-up day, the
youth now have a special place for their worship and activities. They call it the Fish Bowl.

5) Working with the Strategic Planning Committee, we have designated the funds to implement an additional
worship service. (Without items 1&2 above, we would not been able to do this.)

6) We have implemented quarterly updates to the congregation for their review of their individual giving. As
more members utilize the information available from the website, we will be able to eliminate these mailings.

7) Working with the team writing the new constitution and by-laws, we have redefined our committee and will
split it into two unique committees: one to manage our budget and related expenses and one to focus on stew-
ardship.

That was the first half of the year. In the next six months we hope all of the church will join us to focus on
looking out from the sanctuary and seeing the opportunity we have in the surrounding community to do the
Lord’s work. What can we do to change people’s lives? All of our activities to manage our facilities, budget
etc, are necessary to allow us to spread the message in this community. I think all of you would rather hear
about how we are doing that than hearing how we are behind budget. Let’s focus on our good works. To help
with that goal, we need your help. Please contact any member of the finance committee to share with us your
stories about how CLCC is doing something to change someone’s life. As chair for this year, you can reach
Rusty Coleman at 706-636-3945 or rusty-diane(@ellijay.com.

Yes we have to manage our budget, but that is only so we have the people and facilities to use for our real
work. As we prepare for our yearly Stewardship process, let’s focus on our successes and the budget will take
care of itself.

We post our meeting notes on the website every month. We encourage you to read these and see what we are
doing to be the best stewards to this church. If you have any questions please let us know.


mailto:rusty-diane@ellijay.com
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FROM MY HEART....TO YOUR HEART

“Mind your manners.” I do not know how many times I heard that as a child. I still remind my-
self to mind my manners! In the restaurant I want to remind adults that even though, at one point
in time, burping was a way of complimenting the cook, it is not good manners to burp in public.
Or at least say, “Excuse me.”

In a group discussion people get excited, or worse yet, just want others to hear their point of
view. The conversation is turned up by each person speaking louder than the previous. I want to
raise my hands with a time out signal and say, “Don’t you remember it is not good manners to
interrupt someone who is talking?”

Sometimes when [ am in a store I see an adult pointing, giving directions to another. I want to
say, “It is not nice to point.”

As Julie Johnson opened our Vacation Bible School, she reminded the children of good manners.
She talked about using our hands in good ways and saying “Excuse me” if one uses hands in a
hurtful way. She talked about using good words and having a good heart.

This thinking led me to think about how we are signs that point to our church. On a very practi-
cal level, we might be asked, "How do you get to your church?" “Between mile marker 18 and
19 on Highway 515, turn east.” Or maybe it might be easier to say, “Follow the signs to the Pink
Pig.”

“How do you get to your church?” One might say, “Follow my lead, follow my example, and use
the words I use and you will find our church.” One gives directions my example.

Or one could say, “Watch the way I treat people, love people, serve people and forgive people.
Do the same and you will find our church.”

There are black and white signs, thoughtful signs, emotional signs, and heart-felt signs. But what
troubles me are the signs that are confusing. When we are out driving and the GPS tells us to
turn right, is it a hard right or simply a curve in the road? Our Magellan does not differentiate. It
1s confusing! And so are we. Ur words, actions, emotions, and morals can confuse people as to
the directions to our church.

We give differing directions with the tone of voice and the words we use as well as the judgments
we toss out that are wrapped in velvet-covered words of grace. Man, those bricks hurt when they
are thrown. I call them passive- aggressive signs. They are the signs that say, “This” but also
say, “That.” It can confuse those who are asking for directions.

When someone asks you, “Say, how do you get to your church?” what is your reply, your real
reply?

Peace,

Dowvid
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Let Your Voice Be Heard
Where we started:

The diverse and dynamic group of believers who make up Cherry Log Christian Church
are no strangers to change. A new church building in 2007, a new Senior Pastor in 2008,
a steady rise in attendance over many years have helped reshape the congregation that
started with 60 souls meeting in a pavilion on Cherry Log Mountain. The Triads of 2009-
2010 proposed a vision for the future of the church that the Strategic Planning Committee
has been working to implement.

Where we are:

As a result of the triads and the continued work of the Strategic Planning Committee, a
new Constitution and new By-Laws are to be enacted this year. To facilitate this transi-
tion, the Board of Elders thought it prudent to get a handle on where we are and what we
want as a congregation. To this end, a team was commissioned by the Elders to develop
a survey that will allow every member of Cherry Log Christian Church to share their pre-
sent experiences, as well as any concerns and hopes for the future. This survey was de-
veloped in tandem with the Fanning Institute at the University of Georgia. All results from
the surveys go directly to the Fanning Institute. This ensures that the surveys are filled out
anonymously, and the results are collected by an impartial, third party.

What comes next:

1.) You will receive an Email from Malinda with a link to the website for the Fanning Insti-
tute which allows us to fill out our surveys on-line and anonymously. (A computer will also
be dedicated, in the church office to allow members without internet access to fill out the
forms on-line.)

2.) Any members of the congregation without internet access may also pick up hard cop-
ies of the survey in the church office with instructions to mail directly to UGA.

3.) The cover letter received from Malinda will contain a cut-off date by which all complet-
ed surveys must be submitted. The Fanning Institute will then analyze the data and report
their findings back to the Elders who will share these results with the congregation.

Considering the diversity of this congregation, the participation of every single member is
important to the success of this project. Please take the time to fill out the survey thought-
fully, prayerfully, and let your voice be heard.

Together we are the Body of Christ
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It’s Not my Address
Caroline Sisson Carder

“While some of us act without thinking, too many of
us think without acting.” Da n  Mi. Mdnywfyou
who know me as the Facebook Junkie, probably al-
ready saw that I posted that quote as one my many
status updates on Facebook. What you might not
know is that quote stuck to me like glue today. Let
me try to explain.

I have been fortunate enough to serve and to be
served by CLCC since it first began in the little pa-
vilion in Cherry log Mountain. I have watched us
move, watched many come and go and even through
sadness realized the people of Cherry Log Christian
Church is what made it my home. I have had many
jobs in this church. All of this I have loved; well
maybe most. However, I have a new job now many
of you may not even be aware of. I share this job
with Tom Mitchell and Jennifer Mills. Our task is to
help organize and monitor the sale of the Church on
the Hill. Seemed easy enough at first, we have not
worshipped in that building in years and it is just a
building. Then today I find this quote. “While some
of us act without thinking, too many of us think with-
out acting.” A vivid memory came to me. A memory
so meaningful it prompted me to write this note and
get out an old photo album to reminiscence a very
powerful experience in my life.

There are many memories in that building. My
daughter was married there. I met Tom, Jennifer and
many of you there. Yes, it’s more than just a building
but it’s really just a place our memories were made.
In our new home, I have met George & Judy Barrett,

Rusty and Diane, Bill and Barbra, and so many oth-
ers who have enriched my life. Had I not moved I
might not have found them?

What makes Cherry Log Christian church our home
isn’t the address; it is the family here. The people
who are active in our community, who work with
The Craddock Center, Feed Fannin, The Gilmer
Food Pantry, the Department of Family and Children
Services, our Stephen Ministers...Shall I continue?
Or should I just say at CLCC some of us act without
thinking, but very few of us think without acting.
That is what is special about our church. Therefore,
as we face the sale of the church on the hill...and it
will sale. Let us hold on to our memories, let us share
them, write them down, paint them, sing them, cher-
i1sh them; memorialize them so the Church on the hill
will never be gone.

Throughout my life I have always moved. In my 30
years of marriage, [ have moved 17 times. Our hous-
es were just our shelter; it is the memories made in
the structure that makes a building come to life. I
have a pillow on my bed that Amber gave me; it
reads, “Home is where my Mom is.” I have to think
of that with each visit to the Church on the Hill. My
home is where my family is. This is a dwelling for-
ever in my heart, but it is still a place. When Amber
gave me that pillow after she married and left home,
I told her “Everybody has to leave their home and
come back so they can love it again for all new rea-
sons.” But you see... Amber knows my address
does, but that does not make it home.

Labyrinth Group Forming

A small group is forming to build a labyrinth on the
grounds behind the little white house. The initial
meeting will be held after churchonSunday

2 9 The labyrinth which is a circular path that leads
to the center is an ancient spiritual tool. Walking the
labyrinth engages the entire person — heart, mind and
body — in prayer. Labyrinths appear in many medie-
val cathedrals, the most famous of which is at Char-
tres. Today labyrinths have become increasingly
common in churches of all denominations, retreat
centers, hospitals, colleges and community centers.
Their benefits for healing, grief work, and calming
the body and mind are well known. If you are inter-
ested in helping to create a labyrinth for CLCC,
come to the meeting on July 29!

Visitor/Member Orientation

Each month the minister and several committee chairs
will be hosting an orientation to the life of Cherry Log

J WChrigtian Church. David will open the orientation with

a history of our church as well as the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). A representative of the Strategic
Planning Committee will discuss the future of our
church. The Small Group Ministry will offer opportu-
nities to engage in the life and resource programs of our
church. The Outreach Committee will help participates
explore ways to become involved in local and interna-
tional mission work. Finally, the Finance Committee
will explain how we support the local church as well as
the international church. This total orientation will take
two hours and refreshments will be available.

The next orientation class will be on Sunday, July 8, at

6;30 PM. The session is open to anyone who wants to
| PR P Y o [ S I ol ol P | Y ol T
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“CELEBRATE EARLY” WORSHIP
COMING IN SEPTEMBER

The Board of CLCC approved having a second op-
tion for worship. The goal is that this service will
begin on Sunday, September 9, at 8:25 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. A second worship service on Sun-
day mornings grew out of the Congregation’s Vision
for our Church. The Strategic Planning Committee
brought the recommendation to the Board for ap-
proval. The Chair of Strategic Planning, Susan
Pleasant, said the prime reason we are having this
service is to carry out our Mission as Disciples of
Christ to love and reach out to others. The service
will be called “Celebrate Early.” It will provide an
opportunity for those whose work on Sunday

might prohibit them from attending the 10:50 service
or who would like to take advantage of the rest of the
day to hike a trail, go boating, or visit with friends
and family. The service also might appeal to those
who prefer to dress more casually and worship in a
more relaxed atmosphere with a different style of
worship. Our Minister, David Griffin, will lead

this Celebrate Early service.

During the month of July we are looking for some of
our people who prefer to “Celebrate Early” or who
feel led by the Spirit to become part of this new ven-
ture. We are asking all of you to be in prayer for this
new worship service.

Those who are interested, or who have a question,
are invited to talk with any of the following Task
Force members that will be working to launch this
new ministry: Hugh Lake , David Griffin, Ja-

net Tripp, Alan Slemons, Steve Martin, and Lynn
Barrett.

"Traveling this summer?

The Cherry Log cookbook,
"The Table is Ready," availa-
ble in the office for $15, makes
a great hostess gift, along with
a basket of delicious Georgia
peaches."
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A Joint Concert featuring
Church Chancel Choir and
Met hodi st Church Chancel

Many things have been said about music and the
seemingly mystical powers that it posses. I have
many different quotes framed and displayed on the
walls of my home and in my office. Others scribbled
down on now yellowed paper hidden away in one my
many musical scores waiting to be rediscovered. One
of my many favorites is by Albert Schweitzer.

“Joy, sorrow, tears, lamentation, laughter — to all
these music gives voice, but in such a way that we
are transported from the world of unrest to a world of
peace, and see reality in a new way, as if we were
sitting by a mountain lake and contemplating hills
and woods and clouds in the tranquil and fathomless
water.”

Almost seven months ago I began to search for a
way to carve out some time and a way to allow
“Music to wash away from our souls the dust of eve-
ryday life.” Not that we don’t try to do that each and
every week in worship but something bigger and
even more far-reaching. To that end I contacted two
friends and colleagues who are the resident musi-
cians at East Cobb United Methodist Church in
Marietta. We share similar ideas and philosophies
about music and it didn’t take long to convince them
to join in my quest.

The combined choirs of CLCC and East Cobb UMC
will give two concerts of sacred music and hymns.
We have already held one joint rehearsal and every-
one is excited about the musical possibilities. You
will hear many of your favorite anthems and hymns.

It is my hope that you will not only attend one or
both of these concerts but that you will join me in
inviting friends, neighbors and extended family.
What a wonderful opportunity to reintroduce or in-
vite for the first time local folks to see our church
and meet our church family. If you are willing to
help I know that we can completely fill the sanctu-
ary. We can both experience and offer to others the
beginning of a journey to wash away some of the
dust from our collective souls.

The concerts are Sunday evenings at 6:00. Make
your plans now.

July 29 - Concert at Cherry Log at 6:00.

August 5 - Concert at East Cobb UMC in Marietta at
6:00.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

July 02 Ashley Weaver  July 13 Wendy Cox
July 03 Janet Elder Amado Grabiel
July 03 Mike Kennedy  July 17 Micah Slemons
July 03 Mark West July 19 Wilma Fordham
July 04 Michael Brunson July 20 Jean Rose
Glenda McCumbeduly 24 George Barrett
Tommy Munday July 25 Tom Mitchell
July 05 Alison Ivey July 26 Neal Foley
July 06 Tab Bomhard July 27 Willis Elder
Betsy Shepard  July 28 Robert Renneke
July 10 Sharon Watkins Helen Stuart
July 11 Ray Moore July 29 Nancy Midkiff

July 12 Ben Kimzey Don Baker
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
July 01 Cheer & Mary Beth Shepard (34)
July 01 Gil & Sandie Reed (52)
July 04 Steve & Karen Barker (14)
July 06 Mike & Cathy Smith (44)
July 07 Hugh & Poullain Mullin (22)
July 08 Charles & Becky Walls (17)
July 08 Dale & Ashley Weaver (12)
July 10 Bill & Patty Crowl 47
July 12 George & Wilma Fordham  (49)
July 15 Bonnie & Beverly Williams  (16)
July 19 Ed & Ellen Grant (15)
July 19 Ed Boye & Julia Purcell (27)
July 21 Terry & Helen Stuart (33)
July 25 Milton & Mary Hunt (58)
July 28 Julie Johnson & Kristi Mulchahey (17)
July 28 Tony & Susan Carruth (33)

May Treasurer’s Report

General Operating:
Contributions: $24,685.00
Expenses: $29,255.00

Year to Date Contributions: $140,772.00
Year to date Expenses: $149,499.00

Building Fund:
Contributions: $13,235.00
Expenses: $12,936.00

Year to Date Contributions: $78,630.00
Year to date Expenses: $87,177.00

*June not reported because July Cherrylogue is
printed prior to the end of the month. A full detail
of the church’s finances are located on the members

page of our website.
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ATTENDANCE
Worship
May 27 193
June 3 153
June 10 156
June 17 153
June 24 182

CELEBRATION FUND

The following made donationSMay:

In Memory of:

Fredia Barrett by George & Judy Barrett

Cledah Tanguay by George & Judy Barrett

Jewel Carter by Hugh & Fran lake

Walter Seegmiller by Hugh & Fran Lake, Ronald &
Nancy Midkiff

Doris Kite by John & Katie Griffin
In Honor of:

CLCC Graduates: Phillip Doss, Jordan Merideth,
Hannah Thrasher & Emma Witherington by Hugh &
Fran Lake

Debt Reduction Contributions:

* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund $315.00

COMING TO NORTH GEORGIA,
A WONDERFUL RETREAT FOR
WOMEN

Find a roommate, and come along to a once-
in-a-lifetime retreat weekend right here in the North
Georgia Mountains!

D a t sept. 28 (beginning at dinner time)-Sept. 30
(noon)
P | a Gergia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa,
GA
Hi ghl i ght s ;the delightful anGahad- p
lenging Director of Disciples’Week of Compassion,
will be keynote speaker.

Andr a Muhahas rnisited and in-
spired us with her music at Cherry Log, will be musi-
cian/song leader.

Wo meand teens from Disciples Churches across
Georgia will become our new friends as we share
worship, communion, fellowship and a lot of just
plaimF UN

Mark your calendar and watch for more in-
formation and registration forms, which Carolyn
McGinness will have available for us.
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SONROCK CAMP 2012

What a delightful time was had by all at Son Rock Kids Camp! With the

power shortage at our main campus of CLCC, we held VBS at our former

building (aka the church on the hill). This location had an even more

camp-like setting and was truly an ideal place for VBS. Each day, we

enjoyed singing and dancing, story time, crafts, games, science projects,

mission time, and snacks and lunch. Rest assured the campers slept well
each night!

We extend a special thanks to our 31 on-site volunteers, to those who helped
prior to VBS (especially Charlie McCann and Kenny Neal, who moved all of

for the week, and to God, for bringing us all together and for keeping us safe
B while we made memories and experienced
“4 God’s love.

A group of volunteers will take Son Rock Kids Camp on the road to Tower
Road July 17-19 from 9:30-11:30am. Interested in taking part in this mission?
Contact Teri Slemons or Judy Wyndham for more details.
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