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Homecoming will be in the fellowship hall so bring your best dish and join us
for this celebration. We will have our annual slide show of activities of the
church over the past year and photos of those who have passed away this
year.

Birthdays/Anniv
Finances
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See you there.
The History Committee

Cherry Log will be celebrating its 19th year as a
church this Homecoming year. Homecoming
th
will be Sunday, May 15 (Pentecost Sunday) after the 10:55 AM service. The
theme this year is “In the News! – Reaching out into the Community.” Join us
for this opportunity to visit with folks both old and new.
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BeNuts Update!
BeNuts sales are on the move
again. Tim & Tab sold BeNuts during the Preaching Workshop at
the Craddock Center, March 7th.
We also had a booth set up at the
St. Petrick’s Day Celebration in
downtown Ellijay on March 19th.
People loved them! Thanks to our worker bees, Cindy
& Ted Minick, Becky Vallely, Maureen Hicks, Ray &
Donna Des Enfants, Jane Griffin and especially Steve
& Julie Pugh.
March was National Peanut Month! According to the
Eat and Heal book put out by the FC & A Medical Publishers, Peanuts: Keep your heart hardy; Help shed
unwanted pounds. Put a lid on Cancer. Be Healthy,
Eat BeNuts!

Did You Know?

The White Piano
The church is looking to give the white piano in
the fellowship hall a new home. We are hoping to give it to another church in the community. The piano has some mechanical issues
that need to be repaired and it is felt that because of it’s size and the need for more space
in the fellowship hall, that the time was right
to let it go. The piano is about 20 years old
and is difficult to move around. A newer smaller digital piano will replace the Kurzweill piano.
At present, we have reached out to Cornerstone Baptist and other churches in the area
and have some interest. We will keep you
posted.

Increasingly we live in a
world, local and beyond,
where true loving acceptance of the diversity
of creation is a devalued
currency. Too often those
who are deemed different—in skin color, in national origin, in lifestyle, in
political persuasion, in
religious faith—are condemned and rejected at
least, tolerated at best.
Cherry Log Christian
Church stands in stark,
wonderful, and wondrous contrast to this prevailing trend. This is a place that, above all, loves
each and every one of us regardless…regardless.
Now…imagine Gilmer or Fannin with no CLCC.
Where could you go? Where could you turn?
For consolation. For solace. For genuine and loving acceptance with no strings attached.
So Jane and I commit to the continuance of CLCC
beyond our lives here, confident that there will
be others after us who need to be accepted, to
be loved, to be embraced solely on the merits of
who they are…just as we have been…just have
you have been.
Join us; become a Legacy Partner.
If you wish further details, Randy Johnson will be
here April 30 and May 1; call 1-800-668-8016 to
schedule an appointment to discuss whether becoming a Legacy Partner is right for you.
Ham Kimzey
“Note of interest: To date, there have been
three Legacy Partners’ investments totaling
$12,500 to our account with Christian Church
Foundation for CLCC ministries. When our account totals $100,000 there will be a dividend
returned and used according to the CLCC Constitution and By-Laws.”
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FROM MY HEART………..
TO YOUR HEART
March 30, 2016
Dear Church Family,
The Wisdom poet of Ecclesiastes is correct, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” I feel the time has come
for me to relinquish my role as your pastor. This will become effective July
1, 2016.
During the past almost eight years together, we have accomplished much
in the life of Cherry Log Christian Church: Chaplain Corps, Stephen Ministry, Celebrate Early, Centering Prayer, Labyrinth, Prayer Shawl and Jill’s
Quilts Ministry, Garden for Others, Legacy Partners – future for the
church, Longest Night, banners in the sanctuary, Art Guilt, AA and Al Anon
groups, Emotions Anonymous, Caregivers Support Group, Tower Road
Ministry, Brooks Hill Ministry, Educators/Preachers/Speakers (Marcus
Borg, Dom Crossan, Robin Meyers, Rabbi Rami Shapiro, Brian McLaren,
Cynthia Bourgeault), just to name those that come to my mind.
In addition we have been confronted with these building issues: restructuring mortgage loan twice bringing down payments from $22,000 per month to $12,000 per month; paving of back parking lot; replacing 60% of flooring ($78,000); contracting with engineers to make the drinking water safe ($20,000);
procuring of Mission Center (Little White House) – paid in full; selling of Church on the Hill and the old
Craddock Center; launching BeNuts Peanuts project (funding project to help pay on the principle as
agreed to with Board of Church Extension); and conducting the Energy Audit with funding for repairs.
But more than these accomplishments we have shared together in ministry. We have shared in each
other’s lives, our joys and sorrows, and our hurts and celebrations. We have helped each other be
stronger in the faith, healthier as a congregation, and present to each other when we could not be present to ourselves.
All of this makes our parting difficult. I have dreaded this moment and this letter. But as you and I begin
our process of blessing the past as well as blessing our future journeys, let us look forward to new perspectives for each other and for new opportunities for us to grow.
I have been blessed to be your minister, confidante and friend.
Peace,
J. David Griffin, D.Min.
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Moment with the Moderator
When I started my term as Moderator of Cherry Log Christian Church I wrote in the Cherrylogue that “I
Think I’m Going to Love Being Moderator”. Now I have second thoughts – I’m not so sure. Not because of
any shortcomings of the church or the position, though.
You probably received the letter from David Griffin announcing his retirement.
If not, you will certainly get that information in this edition of the Cherrylogue.
That’s what is giving me second thoughts. The news does not come as a surprise. We have been in conversation about this event for more than a year
now. But now reality has set in.
Over the next three months, and beyond, we face a time of transition. Change
sometimes doesn’t feel good, and it certainly can be scary. But CLCC is a
strong family that will weather this change and set a goal to be even stronger
in the future. How can we accomplish that?
We will express our love to David and Jane, wish them Godspeed, and thank
them for sharing their lives with our congregation. I will ask the Pastor Relations Committee to provide us
some leadership in this process.
We will begin preparing our congregation for a significant time of transition. Elders will take the lead by
being available to encourage and support any of us who are feeling the need for counsel and a listening
ear during this transition time. We have already been in touch with our Regional Minister, Denise Bell,
and she will be on site soon and often in the coming months.
We will bring into our midst an Intentional Interim Minister, in accordance with our Bylaws. [See Article
VII, Section A, Paragraph 1 for details. If you don’t have a copy you can get one here.] The direction of the
bylaw is that, “the Board, working with the Regional Minister and General Church staff, will identify an
Intentional Interim Minister who has special training and has developed skills in Intentional Interim and
Transitional Ministry to lead CLCC until the search process described below is completed.”
Once our Transitional Minister is in place, the Search Committee will begin the “Search & Call” Process.
Again, this is outlined in the bylaw section cited above. If you would like to know more about the process,
at least from the clergy perspective, check here on the Disciples Home Mission website. This process will
be undergirded with spiritual disciplines of prayer, sharing and caring.
The Search Committee will eventually recommend a prospective minister to the Board. After board approval the Congregation will be invited to meet and learn about the proposed minister, and then vote in a
congregational meeting on the call. We expect the process to be as open as it can be, while maintaining
the necessary confidentiality.
The process will begin at our next Board meeting on April 30, when the Board will appoint the Search
Committee. Deacons and Elders will propose one representative for each group, and the board will name
three members at large. If you have any suggestions please call or email me (770-337-9692 or ChaplainJerry@outlook.com).
I still love being Moderator of this great church. But I am asking for your interest and prayers as this process moves forward. I need your help. The Interim Minister will need your support. The Search Committee
will need your prayers. The Board needs your participation. We all need to work together to sustain the
ministries and spiritual life of Cherry Log Christian Church so that we can be even stronger when this process is concluded. Jerry Johnson, Church Moderator
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The garden was established in 2009 to provide fresh produce to the Fannin County

Food Bank and Gilmer Community Food Pantry. We practice dry land farming
(water provided by nature only), purchase our seeds from local sources, supplement the soil with organic materials, and employ organic pest controls. Last year,
the half-acre garden produced 250 pounds of squash, five bushels of potatoes, 180
ears of corn, 24 bags of kale, three bags of radishes, and 85 tomatoes. Our fall
crops included turnip greens, collards, garlic, and curly mustard.
This year we will be planting potatoes, sweet potatoes, pole beans, cabbage, tomatoes, straight-neck squash, corn, herbs, garlic, melons and even some pumpkins. A
special section of the garden will be for the volunteers to gather vegetables for
themselves.
We will begin regular days in the garden beginning the middle to late April, so stay
tune. We are planning to work in the garden Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 8 to Noon. Join us for 1, 2 or 3 hours to help. We will have tools available
and gardening makes great exercise. New volunteers from the Americorps group
in Blue Ridge will help tend the garden.
A big thanks to Ernest and Barbara Watkins, our community neighbors, for their
continued support with plowing the garden and giving advice. Also a big thank you
to Julie and Steve Pugh, Sherry Brown, Jim Bunnelle, Ham and Jane Kimzey, Bill and
Wendy Cox, and Ted and Cindy Minick for all of their contributions to the garden as
well.

Outreach Council
The members of the Outreach council have been very busy. The Clothes Closet
continues to serve about sixty families a month. The Food Pantries received over
1200 cans of soup from our congregation. The volunteers and clients were so impressed with this huge donation. The next project will be asking for donations of
boxed dinners and spaghetti noodles (see article in this newsletter).
Thank you for all of the donations you have given this month. If you would like to
volunteer for any of these groups please contact the committee chairs. We always
need more helping hands .
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Therapy dogs
There are many outreach groups at Cherry Log Christian Church working to help the community. One of
these groups may not be well known. Lynn Starr and
her dogs, Reba and Quincy visit local nursing homes
in Blue Ridge to bring happiness and joy to the patients. Lynn is a member of the Alliance of Therapy
Dogs. The slogan for this group is "Sharing Smiles
and Joy". Her dogs are registered with the ATD as
"therapy dogs" because they provide a therapeutic
benefit to the general public. They are not service
dogs. Lynn, Reba and Quincy visit patients once a
month bringing joy and happiness.
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A Well Deserved Thank You
We at Cherry Log Christian Church are blessed with a phenomenal musical program. This program includes voices choirs, bells, drums, recorders, strings, pianos, keyboards and other solo and duet instruments. It would be difficult to tally how many people are involved in producing the beautiful sounds
praising our God because some of these folks double and triple up from one group to another. The time
involved in practice and preparation is not really recorded by anyone because the participants do it with
enthusiasm and to be reminded how much time was invested would be an affront to them. On behalf of
the music committee, I would like to thank all of you for using the gifts God gave you so generously. It is
a privilege to represent and support you.
Mac McRoberts (Music Committee Chair)

Thank you, Cheryl!
Our deepest appreciation to Cheryl Star for the banners that she created, designed, bought fabric, and made. As the Worship Committee began talking about
Lent and the theme of The Lord’s Prayer, Cheryl’s imaginative mind began its own
journey of prayer and symbols of prayer. Given the four banners or Lent, Cheryl
then decided we must have an Easter banner. Little did Cheryl and David know
that each of them had already been thinking of butterflies. Our church now has
another
visual symbol of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter that will help us contemplate the
resurrection for years to come.
Thanks, Cheryl!

Faith in Fiction book group, which meets monthly on the second Friday, made two changes in their book
selection process in March. They decided to choose books for the next six months instead of three, and they
chose one non-fiction title just because everyone wanted to read it.
Previously chosen, the April book is Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell. This novel has a complicated narrative
structure and multiple, interlocking stories. Mitchell has said that each of the main characters, except one,
are reincarnations of the same soul in different places and times, underscoring the universality of human nature. Expected to be challenging and interesting.
Then, the next six books are:
May--Someone, Alice McDermott
June--Middlemarch, George Eliot
July--Thirteen Moons, Charles Frazier
August--State of Wonder, Ann Patchett
Sept. --People of the Book, Geraldine Brooks
Oct.--When Breath Becomes Air, (the non-fiction choice)
Paul Kalanithi

April. 2 Dell Pamplin
Lynn Doss
April 6 Diane Ridgely
April 11 Beverly Cranston
John Grubb
April 14 Bill Groce
April 15 David Lakes

April 17 Jessie Landreth
April 20 Debbie Coburn
April 27 Mary Hunt
April 28 Chuck Zimmerman

February’s Treasurer’s Report
General Operating:
Contributions: $31,664.17
Expenses:
$37,806.53
Year to Date Contributions: $77,568.42
Year to date Expenses:
$74,903.56

ATTENDANCE
C. E. 8:25

10:55 Worship

Mar 6

50

111

Mar 13

46

116

April 3

Don and Nancy Brewer

April 4

Ted and Leslie Murphy

Mar 20

50

131

April 5

Ray and Sue Moore

Mar 27

54

149

April 7

Larry and Beth Lipscomb

April 14

Becky Vallely

April 15

Roberta and Richard Bondi

April 20

Karen Price and Glenda McCumbee

April 22

Hal and Ann Doster

Week of Compassion
This year’s offering sent to
WOC was $2,775.00

CELEBRATION FUND
CHURCH PICNIC
August 6, 2016
3rd ANNUAL
CHURCH YARD SALE
October 1, 2016

The following donations were made this
past month:
In Memory of:
Chris Livingstone
Donna O’Dell
In Honor of Bob Clarke
* Total amount deposited into Celebration
Fund $1,175.00

