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Mark Your  

Calendar!  

Congregational  

Dinner  

 March 12, 5:30 P  

 

Church Picnic  

August 23rd  

ETC Pavilion  

Old Ways To A New Spiritual Awakening  

Lent and Easter are very special times in the life of Christians.  They are especially 

important in this congregation.  The following programs have been developed to 

make this season helpful  to us all. 
 

 The old way to begin Lent is with a cross of ashes on the forehead.  This 

is way we call it Ash Wednesday.  On Wednesday evening, March 5th, we will 

gather in the sanctuary to confess that we have not always done our best, been our 

best as followers of Christ.  We will gather to confess our guilt, ask for forgiveness 

and pledge ourselves to a better  life with God.  Yes, we can do that by ourselves 

each day.  But there is power in coming together to make this pledge.  Please gather 

with us at 6:30 p.m. to make our confession and receive the ashes on our foreheads 

as a sign that we are indeed seeking to be made new again.  This is an old tradition 

that leads to new spiritual awakening. 
 

 Another old way is to sing and pray the Psalms.  For the six Sunday eve-

ning s of Lent we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM for vespers.  Our 

Minister of Music, Richard Lumpkin,  Charles Walls and Paul Porter (with others 

to be announced ) will lead us in a program of singing , reading, and praying the 

Psalms.  There are more than on hundred hymns in our hymnal that are based on 

the Psalms and we will be singing them.  And after reading  the Psalm for the day 

we will be making these ancient prayers our own.  We hope you will join us. 
 

 During Holy Week, Palms Sunday through Easter, there are at least two 

special services to help us with our Spiritual Awakening.   On Maundy Thursday 

our evening worship will feature a  cantata by our Choir.  Then we will gather 

around the tables to share the Lordôs Supper as Jesus did with his disciples before 

the crucifixion.  Some report that this is one of the most important Communion Ser-

vice we hold each year. 
 

 Another old tradition of the church is to gather for prayer during the hours 

that Jesus hung on the cross.  Our Good Friday service will be held at Noon in 

fellowship hall.  For several  years now we have had many people take part in the 

readings that are a part of this service.  This year is no different.  Some of those 

who attend will be asked to read ñfirst personò monologues by the people who were 

present at the foot of the cross.  Simon of Cyrene, the soldiers with their hammers 

and dice, the women at the foot of the cross.  We will even hear from Peter who ran 

away.  Then we will break bread in remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 These are Old ways of preparing for Easter, but we hope they will lead to a 

new spiritual  awakening for each of us.  Come worship with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here is a chance to put your computer skills to work for the church. Help is needed to develop volunteer 

schedules for the 10:55 a.m. Sunday services. The schedules are prepared on a software package entitled 

ñMinistry Scheduler Proò or MSP for short. 

Technical skills with computers and software packages are needed as well as a computer that can handle a 

large software package.  The main bulk of the work is done once per quarter or, four times per year. The 

scheduling is done by both a scheduler and a coordinator.  The coordinator also keeps tabs on the weekly 

schedules. 

Please call or email Nancy Porter if you would like to help schedule volunteers. 706-636-4165 or 

nlinder@ellijay.com 

The next Wednesday night study series will begin on March 19th, and will be led by Bill Harrison and Gary 

Tomblin.  The title of the series is:  Family:  We All Have One.  We will present some ways to process is-

sues we brought to adulthood from the family in which we grew up. 

Update on Flooring                                  Sharon Meek, Moderator  

Our Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30. A somber, thought provoking service that 

begins our journey toward Holy Week. Each Sunday in lent is a reminder of the stations of the cross. There 

will also be a Sunday (late afternoon) meditation service at 6:30. This service is based on fresh insights into 

the Psalms of the season. There will be music, prayers, liturgy and a variety of home grown guest speakers. 

This hour long service will be contemplative as well as challenging. Palm Sunday will include our standard 

parade of palms, seasonal music and beautiful liturgy. Our chancel choir will present "On the Passion of 

Christ" by David Williams on Thursday April 17th at 7:00. This dramatic choral representation of the last 

supper, Good Friday and the hours that follow is a must experience service of worship for Holy Week. 
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Our Lenten Season                                              Richard Lumpkin  

Even though the majority of responses that Charlie and I received from the congregation said that your wish 

was for the church to drop the lawsuit and move on, our attorney contacted us to say that we must go forward 

with the Mediation.  He stated that his cost would be minimal and felt it was in our best interest to 

proceed.  Therefore, Charlie McCann, Malinda Geers, and myself met with our attorney on Friday, February 

21 to discuss next steps and lay out a game plan for Mediation.  We will go to Mediation on Wednesday, 

March 12 to meet with all parties.  It is our hope and prayer that this day will bring this case to a conclusion 

and that we will be able to finish the Fellowship hall without further cost to the church.  We will keep you 

posted.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                                       Nancy Porter  

Wednesday Night Dinners                                      Bill Harrison  
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It is good to be back home in church!  I have missed being with you in worship, education, small groups, 

socially, and especially at the Table.  It is good to be home! 

 In the Town Hall Meeting I was asked about my goal(s) for this period of my sabbatical and I used the 

word ñbalanceò.  I do not flaunt my imbalance, but I do acknowledge it.  During February I have found a 

better balance in my life, especially in that silent, reflective, empty time to be with God and to recognize 

that common root of all beings and things.  How to continue a better balance is my goal, and the last month 

has shown me the benefits of that balance. 

 So with ñbalanceò being the word, I have also been thinking about balance within the church.  What does 

that look like?  Well, it looks a lot like balance in the family.  It has to do with healthy behaviors.  I re-

ceived an email from the Pastoral Institute in Columbus, GA, regarding the ten significant stresses in fami-

lies and the ten strengths of a healthy family.   

 Though changes occur from our weaknesses and strengths, I feel changes come best from our 

strengths.  Here is their list of strengths that build a healthy family.  Look at the list for your family and for 

our church family.  

  1.       Communicates and listens 

2.       Affirms and supports one another 

3.       Has a sense of play and humor 

4.       Teaches respect for others 

5.       Develops a sense of trust 

6.       Exhibits a sense of shared responsibility 

7.       Has a balance of interaction among members 

8.       Respects the privacy of one another 

9.       Fosters family table time and conversation 

10.     Admits to and seeks help with problems 

 In our church family, what do you do most effectively from this list of ten healthy characteristics?  It may 

be helpful to think of your interaction in different groups.  Think about how you interact in Sunday school, 

in small groups, in the parking lot, at church dinners, after worship fellowship, and passing the peace.  You 

know we can act differently in different groups. 

 Lastly, of these ten characteristics, which one will you commit to work on, to allow it to grow within your 

life?  My goal is number five ï developing a sense of trust.  Some will be surprised at this and others will 

say it is about time.  The work is two ways, however.  In words and actions I will be conscious of opening 

wider avenues to develop trust - you with me and me with you.     

That is my commitment.  What is your? 

FROM MY HEARTé 

                   TO YOUR HEART            David Griffin  
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