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Lent and Holy Week 2013 at CLCC
There are many different small group and worship opportunities throughout the
season of Lent.
Each Sunday night during Lent we will hold Lenten Vesper Services at 6:00
pm in the choir room. There will be prayers, readings, and a meditation for
thought and reflection.
Once again our
CLCC congregation
responded generously
to support the Mission Fund of Disciples
of Christ of US and
Canada with a Week
of Compassion offering. As of February
24th, we have collected $2,003.97. Donations are welcomed
throughout the year.
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Our Family Night Suppers are on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM. David Griffin is
leading a discussion on Richard Rohr’s book, “Falling Upward: A Spirituality
for the Two Halves of Life”.
On Wednesdays from 4:00-5:15, the Centering Prayer Group will meet. The
meetings are held in the choir room.
On Fridays during Lent we pause for Noonday
Scripture, Prayers, and Soup from 12:00-1:30
p.m. This emphasis will be through March 22, 2013.
The participants have scripture, prayer concerns and
prayers followed by soup and bread for all who wish
to participate.
March 24th, Palm/Passion Sunday, will begin our
journey into Holy Week. Songs and scriptures will
walk us through the story of Jesus, passion and
death. During Holy Week there will be special worship services and times for meditation.
Thursday, March 28th, is Maundy Thursday. Our
worship service will focus on the deserted room
where the Last Supper was held as depicted in Da
Vinci’s painting. With Word and music we will
ponder what it was like to be at the Last Supper and then experience sitting at
the Table and wondering who we represent and who we really are. The service
will begin at 6:30 pm.
On Friday March 29th at noon there will be a presentation of “The Seven Last
Words” of Jesus . Following the service there will be soup and bread for all
who wish to participate.
The culmination of holy week will be Easter Sunday on March 31st. There
will be two worship services at 8:25 and 10:55.
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Lenten Vespers each Sunday

Paul M. Porter

We have scheduled Vesper services for each of the Sundays of Lent. Our Pastor David is taking us
through the Beatitudes each Sunday morning, for which we are grateful . Each Sunday evening at 6:00
PM we are reading and praying over the Lectionary Scriptures assigned for that day. The service will include appropriate Psalm reading, hymns and prayers. Rev. Charles Walls accompanies us for the hymn
singing. We meet in the Choir Room behind the Sanctuary.
The following is a list of the Scriptures and the meditation leader for each of the March Sundays.
March 3, Luke 13:1-9, Repent and Be Fruitful. Dr. Hal Doster presenting
March 10, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32, The Forgiving Father, Rev. Richard Zelley presenting
March 17, John 12:1-8, Mary Anoints Jesus, Rev. Bill Thompson presenting
March 24, Luke 22:14 to 23:56, The Last Supper to Crucifixion and Burial.
We sometimes forget that the scriptures were written to be heard and those present will share in the reading to help us hear as well as read the Scriptures. Rev. Paul Porter will give the meditation after the reading.
We are appreciative of the leadership of Pastor Jim Tingle and Rev. Jerry Johnson for their meditations in
February.

JOIN THE TEAM
VBS: July 9-12

Presents The 9th Annual HELEN LEWIS

APPALACHIAN
 CELEBRATION 

INVITED:
Volunteers who want to have fun!
Behind the Scenes Prep work
Workshop Leaders, Group Guides
Teachers, Teen Assistants,
Kitchen Staff
Decorators, Clean-up Crew
Contact: Julie Johnson
404.217.8191 or vbs.clcc@aol.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 16TH AT 7PM
FREE  LIVE MUSIC  STORYTELLING
George Ella
Lyon

Deborah
Thompson

BONNIE HIGDON REAVES AUDITORIUM
125 SCHOOL HOUSE RD, EPWORTH

Visit WWW.CRADDOCKCENTER.ORG
or call 706-632-1772 for more info.

MA R C H 2 0 1 3

C HE R R Y LO G U E

PAGE 3

FROM MY HEART…
TO YOUR HEART

David Griffin

There are some stories that are like old friends. You know the friend is there and can be counted on even
though you do not communicate frequently. The relationship remains steadfast. I ran across an old friend this
week; I smiled when we met. I cannot remember who introduced us to each other. You may have met my
friend.
The story, in short form, goes something like this. A small fishing village hugged a rugged coastline. The
fisherman who lived and worked the ocean for income knew the coast well; they knew where the rocks and
shoals were. They knew the tides and could read the colors of the ocean. But boats from other places did not
know this coastline, and would wreck from time to time. The village fisherman formed a “club” to save those
sailors and passengers who were wrecked and stranded. Cold, wet and hungry people were brought back to
land and were given hot coffee, soup, warm showers and dry clothes.
The villagers decided to build a lifesaving station where the
volunteer lifesavers would store their lifesaving boats and
would meet to organize schedules and procedures. Soon the
clubhouse became too small for the volunteers who rescued
and fed and brought to health those who wrecked. So a bigger and better clubhouse was built. New furniture was
bought along with nice carpets. The members complained
the next time people were brought to the clubhouse, because
these wet and cold victims were messing up the clubhouse,
ruining the furniture, and taking up space that belonged to
the members. New rules were made: those recused had to
shower outside and take their nourishment outside. Members
had bought and paid for the clubhouse and they had their
rights and their place!
So a few of the original lifesavers went down the coast and started another lifesaving station and they risked
their lives to save wrecked victims, bought them to land, fed and clothed them. Then they built a clubhouse,
and then a larger and better clubhouse, and rules were made to exclude the very ones they were to save. Finally a few members remembered their purpose and went down the coast and started another lifesaving station.
And so up and down the coast there were lifesaving stations started because a few remembered why they
started the station.
As a church, we must keep one foot in our tradition, remembering that we are here to connect fragmented people to the wholeness of God through the life and teachings of Jesus.
We must also keep a foot planted in the community around us, reaching out in new ways to new people who
will bring new ideas and ways of being into the church. The two do not exclude one another. I feel they actually feed one another.
The lights are on and the soup is hot. There are stacks of clothing and people ready to apply bandages. We are
the church where the Table is ready and everyone is welcome!

MA R C H 2 0 1 3

PAGE 4

C HE R R Y LO G U E

Legacy Partners Foundation
Rusty Coleman
The Legacy Partners team has been very busy during February and March. We have begun the process of hosting Gatherings for members of CLCC. The idea of the Gathering is to
have the opportunity to share our thoughts, ideas, and goals
for our church. Many of us would like to contribute to the
long term finances of the church, but are not sure how to go
about doing that. One of the goals of these Gatherings is to
begin the process of establishing this plan for the ongoing
ministry of our church. There are a variety of financial tools
that are available to help us. Most of us
are unsure how these tools may be of help
both for our immediate and long term financial plans. On Sunday, April 28, we
will have Randy Johnson, from the Christian Church Foundation at CLCC to
preach. In addition, he will conduct an
investment seminar following that service. He will also be available to meet
individually with those interested to pursue additional understanding of our options for this end-of-life giving.
These Gatherings are being hosted by the members of the
Legacy Partners team. We started very small in our homes,
but are expanding to use the church fellowship hall to include
all interested members. If you have not yet participated and
would be interested in learning more, please contact Ida-Anne
Clarke, Chair, to be included in one of the next Gatherings.
Our hope is that all members will have an opportunity to participate and learn more prior to the general meeting April 28th.
Cherry Log Christian Church means many different things to
each of us. This process will allow us to provide for the continuation of our individual dreams for this church and its’
ministry.

Good Friday Prayer Service
Paul Porter

The Friday Prayer Group cordially invites the congregation
to join us for Good Friday Prayers. We meet in Fellowship
Hall at noon. This year there will be a presentation of “The
Seven Last Words” of Jesus with an appropriate meditation
in addition to our prayers and intercessions for those in need
of our prayers. It is not required that you stay for soup, but
we hope you will join us for this fellowship.

Adult Education Update
Byron Wyndham
We have just finished (on Sunday, February
24th) a study of the “Confessions of Faith in
the New Testament”, being led by our Pastor
Emeritus, Dr. Fred Craddock. We are deeply
grateful for Fred’s leadership and his sharing
of his Biblical knowledge with us.
Beginning the first Sunday in March (the 3rd),
we will resume our regularly scheduled Sunday School classes. The Seekers class will
meet in the Adult classroom in the education
wing and the Lectionary Class will meet in
the choir room. The Lectionary Class will
have teachers scheduled on a rotating basis.
Don Brewer will begin the first rotation and
lead the class beginning March 3rd.
Our Wednesday night dinners continue with
Rev. Griffin leading a study on Richard
Rohr’s book, “Falling Upward: A Spirituality
for the Two Halves of Life.” Dinner is at 5:30
and the program begins at 6:00. Please make
reservations through the church office if you
wish to attend and you have not been on the
permanent reservation list for this program.
Beginning April 7th, which is the first Sunday
after Easter, we will begin a new Sunday
School class of Bible study. We will study
The Gospel of Luke with our text being Luke:
Interpretation-A Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching, by Dr. Craddock.
We anticipate this class running through the
end of June. The book will cost $10 and we
will need reservations so the books can be ordered. If you wish to attend this class, please
make reservations through the church office
or indicate on the “sign-up” sheet in the
church narthex and fellowship hall.
Don’t forget to
SPRING FORWARD
on
March 10, 2013
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NEWS FROM A MINISTRY
by Roxanne Neal and Darlene Fike
Ask and you will receive. Every day you have the opportunity to do good, seize an opportunity and experience the greatness. If we did all we are capable of, we would astound ourselves. Fifteen regular volunteers
lovingly welcome families every week to the Clothes Closet. These volunteers spend time each month serving
others in need. It is heart breaking to say to a mother, “I am sorry we don’t have any shoes that will fit your
child. I’m sorry sir, we don’t have what you are looking for today.”
We constantly hear.... “ I have needed this for so long. I know my child will be thrilled to get this. I hope this
fits Sally, if not I will bring it back.” “You all make me feel so welcome, are you sure I am not taking too
much?” “I needed to share my pain today thank you for listening.” To many people who visit the Clothes
Closet we ARE the face of GOD.
At the Clothes closet, we know we cannot meet everyone’s needs every time. A little boy was talking to his
Grandpa about the starfish that he was throwing back into the sea. “I can’t save them all, but to that ONE I
made a difference.” We are all making a difference to someone. Even if we do not have the shoes or coat that
is the right size to offer. We are making a difference in many lives. Once we had a donation of an entire box of
toothbrushes. They were gone quickly. We offer inspirational and life improving magazines and unlimited
children’s books to all who want them. As important as clothing, toothbrushes, and books are - to those who
have none, we offer hope, and a safe place to find a friend, a hug when needed and encouragement when
things look bleak.
Since November, we served more than 160 families, and gave out more than 2,551 articles of clothing, shoes
and linens. There are no records of the warm hugs, genuine smiles, and countless words of encouragement
given on a weekly, as needed basis. We could do none of this without your help and support. The painting
group showed their support with many hours spent painting murals on some of the walls. We have new paint
on the walls, with only a couple left to paint. All of us at the Clothes Closet, both volunteers and guests, say - - thank you!
We have found the most desired items are underwear for men, women and children. We need coats, jackets,
sturdy shoes and boots in winter and when you are packing away your winter gear, remember we can store
your donation for the next winter. Warm blankets and bedding are very much needed as are towels and wash
cloths. Much of what people are looking for is durable clothing for work or school.
As for the Clothes Closet itself, we also have a wish list - a hand truck that lies flat to the floor, sheets of Styrofoam for use as insulation, and a couple of sheets of pegboard along with various hooks to hang purses, hats,
ties, and belts, an exterior motion light outside the door, insulation for the ductwork (it sweats and drips condensation onto the clothing). We encourage you visit us to lend a hand at the sorting table. Maybe you’ll find
a hug, warm smile, words of encouragement, or can give the same to someone else.
NO experience or reservations required.......

The Fly on the Wall…
…has a message for you. This building needs almost daily maintenance which is aptly covered by a group of
wonderful volunteers. These guys/gals give so much time and energy to this work. This fly on the wall has
overheard some of you approach these volunteers with complaints and suggestions, making their Sundays yet
another day of worry and work. If you have a suggestion, question or complaint about our physical plant, please put it in writing and either email or mail (or phone) it to Malinda. She will happily pass it on the appropriate person or committee….
Beware! The fly is always on the wall and listening...
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Learning About the Disciples: Our Regional Church
Cheri Thompson
Many of our members do not have Disciples of Christ background, so it is understandable that most do not know of the
work of the Christian Church in Georgia – aka “the regional church.” Recently I heard the question, “What does the regional church do for us? “
As chair of the Denominational Relations Committee, I would like to reply to this question: What are the advantages
of supporting the Regional Church through the Disciples Mission Fund?:
The regional church counsels congregations as they find a minister.
It supports retreat ministries, camps and conferences, youth assembly, and rallies for women and men.
It counsels ministers in time of loss, distress and disappointment.
It provides outdoor ministries through our camp near Gordon, Georgia. Our camp celebrates its 50 th anniversary in March.
It interprets the wider ministry of the Christian church (Disciples of Christ) through the Disciples Mission Fund,
Week of Compassion and 5 other special offerings that support ministry in the United States and Canada and
around the world.
The Commission on the ministry directs those called to the ministry and helps prepare them for ordination and
commissioning services.
The Christian Church in Georgia partners with us in church financing, church investing, legacy gift planning, foreign and homeland ministries, Disciples colleges and seminaries, Disciples Volunteering, Week of Compassion
and publishing books and other materials.
What do you get from your regional church? Quite a lot! What do we give through the regional church? Our support and prayers for our witness to the world as Disciples of Christ.

CLCC Leads Regional Church in Disciples Mission Fund Support
Bill Thompson
An early decision of our church was
to support the Disciples Mission
Fund, our national common fund for
outreach and mission in North
America and around the world. This
means that each time we give to our
general fund of the church, a tithe of
10% is sent to this mission fund. In
2012, Cherry Log Christian Church
gave $33,928 to Disciples’ missions,
giving as a rank of first in the Christian Church in Georgia. The Outreach Council celebrates this covenant of support for Disciples’ missions.
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Spiritual Practices for Today’s Disciples
Reading the Scriptures using Imagination

Julie Johnson

This is the third article in our four-part series on learning different ways to read the Bible.
This month and next month, we will look at using our imaginations to bring to life different narrative stories
found in scripture. Traditionally, this method reading scripture is attributed to Ignatius of Loyola (14911446). Ignatius is probably known best for his followers, the Jesuits, but also is famous for creating the 30
Day Exercises.
Whether you have read the Bible many times or are new to reading scripture, this method of reading
can help to make the Bible come alive to you in new and exciting ways. Why not give it a try this month?
This method works best with different narrative passages or stories found in scripture- both stories in the Old
Testament and in the New Testament.
To begin, choose a story. May I suggest you pick a story we generally read during Lent: Luke 22:3946, “Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane”. Before you read, pray a prayer asking God’s Holy Spirit to
guide you and open your imagination to new ways of experiencing this story. Next slowly read the story one
time through. Next, on a piece of paper, vertically write down the five senses that most human beings have
been given: sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste. Now read the story again noting anything: “you see,” “you
hear,” “you smell,” “you feel.” For example, you might see the moon (since it is night time), you might hear
the sound of the disciples snoring (since they fell asleep after a heavy meal), you may smell the scent of olives
(since the garden was filled with olive trees), you may feel a cool wetness (if the night was heavy with dew),
you might taste a saltiness (since Jesus wept and his tears may have tasted salty). These are one example of
each of the five senses…can you imagine how many more you can find?
Remember, when employing this way of reading a story in the Bible, there are no “right” or “wrong”
answers or imaginings. This method invites you to put yourself into the scene and experience the story from
the inside. It invites you to step into the sandals of one of the characters or imagine that you are simply a tree
or a bystander witnessing these events. Take your time and allow each of the senses invite you deeper into the
story.
When you are finished, pause and reflect on what you have written. Then read the story one
last time. To complete your time, consider writing a prayer to God or a pretend email to a friend sharing what
you have witnessed or experienced. The following day, you might try reading the story from a different point
of view. For example, step into the sandals of one of the disciples and begin using your imagination as you
pray through the story again.

May God awaken your senses…
guide your reading and open your imagination…
May the Word come alive!

March 2013
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Labyrinth Prayer Walk
Spring will soon be bursting out all over. As spring
arrives so will the construction of the prayer labyrinth you have been hearing about in earlier Cherrylogues. Cindy Avens and Richard Zelley have been
leading a committee preparing for its construction.
An excellent site has been chosen between the garden and the white house property across a little
bridge built by Kenny Neal.
Prayer is one of the spiritual tools we depend
on in order to experience God’s presence and to
grow in relationship. In recent years meditative
walking has become part of many folks’ spiritual
practice through walking a labyrinth. This powerful
tool for introspective prayer and healing provides a
sacred space like a container in which to walk and
pray. Some of the fruits of this ancient spiritual
practice are: a deep sense of peace, forgiveness and
transformation that comes through meeting God on
the walk; the opportunity to listen to God in the silence of the walking prayer; the lowering of blood
pressure as a sense of calm pervades; a quieting of
the mind; a general sense of well-being in mind,
body and spirit. The experience for everyone who
walks and prays is different because each of us
brings different raw material to the prayer labyrinth.
A few years ago I was in Chartres Cathedral
walking the ancient stone labyrinth when I noticed
an older couple standing near the entrance watching.
Soon they walked straight to the center of the labyrinth and bowed their heads in prayer. Then the
woman took off her shoes and handed them and her
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Trisha Senterfitt

purse to her husband. As he watched, she followed
the path out. She cried on the way out, and he cried
as he watched. When they had pulled themselves together, I asked them if they could share what had just
happened.
They had come to celebrate the end of the
woman’s treatment for breast cancer. They had never
heard of a labyrinth before walking into the cathedral
that day. The woman could not explain why she was
draw to walk it, but when she did her husband was
drawn to hold down the center, giving thanks for her
life while she found her way out.
“I began to feel at peace in my body again
after being very angry that it had let me down,” the
woman explained. Walking, she found herself remembering all the people who had walked with her
through her surgery and treatment. “I now know this
is why we came here,” she said.
Solviture ambulando, wrote St. Augustine,
one of the early theologians of the Christian church—
it is solved by walking. So what is “it”? To truly
find out, you will have to do your own walking.
Hundreds of ROCKS will be needed to
build this sacred prayer labyrinth. Please start
bringing ROCKS to the church each time you
come. This prayer labyrinth will not only provide
spiritual nourishment and healing for the CLCC
congregation, but will be a gift to the whole community.

VOICES of CHERRY LOG
Sharon Meek
Next month, we will begin a series to share the voices of our church members. These voices will provide us
with a glimpse into the mind and heart of folks we worship with every Sunday. Ever wonder what that person
thinks about Cherry Log or where they are on their spiritual journey? Ever wonder about where this person
came from? How did they get to Cherry Log? These voices are “who we are”. Listening to one another
should help us to understand each other better.
Look for this new, exciting series in the next Cherrylogue.
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
An Apology for the wrong approach.
Sometimes if we need other people’s help and ask
for assistance. their refusal to come to our aid may
not be so much what we are asking them to do as it
is our approaching them inappropriately. A different
approach might have netted a different response.
My past position as Nominating Committee Chair
and now Volunteer Coordinator/Leadership Chair
position has necessitated my contacting many church
members for open positions. Our committee would
celebrate when someone said “yes” to our offers.
We were more accustomed to a gentle refusal with
caveats of “I’m not capable”,” I’m burned out”, “I
want to travel and not be tied down” and “Can’t you
find someone else?”
In viewing 60 Minutes last Sunday evening, I saw an
approach I never considered taking. Perhaps we
were asking too little of our members and that is
why they declined. A 60 Minutes segment was focused on the Mercy Ship that sails along the coast of
Africa offering medical care for desperate individuals. Some of these were horribly deformed by facial
tumors and the viewers were warned that they might
be shocked by some of the footage that depicted
their conditions. What this floating hospital was doing for these desperate individuals was certainly not
unlike what Jesus did as he walked among the desperate of his day healing eyes, hands, legs and spirits. When the staff of this ship was queried as to
why they were willing to deal daily with these hor-
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Mac McRoberts

rific cases, live in confined quarters and be away
from their homes for extended periods of time, the
answer was stunning. The interviewer assumed they
must be generously compensated for their commitment. What was learned was not only were they
volunteers but they had to pay for the opportunity
and privilege to do what they were doing.
I wondered after viewing this if we at Cherry Log
are not asking enough of our members. We have a
number of church family members who are going
the second and third mile for our church. We would
be much less a church without their dedicated service. They believe they are gaining far more than
they are investing in the good feeling of being faithful to their Lord, in seeing many wonderful things
accomplished for others. Perhaps we ought to sell
church positions because of all the benefits derived
from serving. It’s worth a try. If someone calls you
to offer you a church position why not say “yes” immediately so they will not even think to bill you for
the opportunity being afforded them. Or even better,
why not call the church office or me (706-455-3009)
and offer to be an Elder, Deacon, committee chair,
Sunday School Teacher, work in our Vacation Bible
Schools or any other job you think you can do.
What a great way to observe the Lenten Season by
making a new commitment of time to the Body of
Christ.
Chaplain Mac

A Note From Disciples Women
The March meeting of the Disciples’ Women will be at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
March 16th. The guest speaker for this month is from Bread and Bowl located in
Ellijay. These folks serve, on average, 100 hot lunches each day to those in need.
Hope you can come hear about their work.
We are collecting supplies for them and there will be a basket in the Fellowship
Hall if you care to help them out this way. Some of their constant needs are paper
towels, bleach, laundry detergent, heavy plastic silverware, Styrofoam plates and
12 oz Styrofoam cups.

Jane Murray

Mar. 01 Karen Kennedy
Bob Matthews
Mar. 03 Jerry Johnson
March 15
Ronald & Nancy Midkiff
(57) Mar. 04 Cindy Avens
Jan Mitchell
March 21
Del Woods & Barbara Ferer (15)
Mar. 06 Hal Doster
March 26
Jim & Betty Willis
(59) Mar. 07 Sandie Reed
Zachary Cox
Connie Arnold
ATTENDANCE
Mar. 08 Carolyn McGinness
Mar. 09 Peggy Cleveland
Celebrate
Worship
Reid Honeycutt
Early
Mar. 10 Hugh Lake
Larry Lipscomb
Feb. 3
Snow
Snow

March 13

Bob & Meg Wilson

(59)

Feb. 10

42

142

Feb. 17

33

161

Feb. 24

37

152

I AM MISSING PAGES….
This month we have decided to omit the
calendar and volunteer schedule from the
online version. There will be a link to the
calendar in the email, this way you will be
able to view a live calendar. What about
the schedule? Since you receive the online
Cherrylogue, we hope that you are receiving your emails from Ministry Pro. If not
please let us know.

CELEBRATION FUND
The following made donations in February:
In Memory of:
Herschel Conner by Don & Feenie Midkiff,
Ronald & Nancy Midkiff, John & Katie Griffin
Mary Snow by Ronald & Nancy Midkiff
Tom Rothchild by Kennon & Cornelia
Rothchild
Beatrice P. Martin by Ronald & Nancy Midkiff,
Hugh & Fran Lake
Debt Reduction Contributions:
* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund
$585.00

Trisha Senterfitt
Lynette Nelson
Jennifer Mills
Bob Clarke
Ralph Davis
Cheer Shepard
Jim Self
Cheri Thompson
Mar. 26 Walter Boleman
Amber Twiggs
Mar. 28 Judy Weiland
Mar. 30 LinZie Renneke
Thomas Smith
Mar. 12
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 15
Mar. 16
Mar. 24

January Treasurer’s Report
General Operating:
Contributions: $34,866.00
Expenses: $38,236.00
Year to Date Contributions: $34,866.00
Year to date Expenses: $38,236.00
Building Fund:
Contributions: $8,129.00
Expenses: $12,936.00
Year to Date Contributions: $8,129.00
Year to date Expenses: $12,936.00
*February not reported because March Cherrylogue is
printed prior to the end of the month. A full detail of
the church’s finances are located on the members page
of our website.

Camp Christian Gala and Auction!
Saturday, March 16, 2013
11:00 Appetizers & Silent Auction
12:30 Dinner
2:00 Live Auction with Wilbur Mull, Auctioneer
For more information go to: www.gadisciples.org

