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WEEK OF COMPASSION
Week of Compassion is the disaster relief agency of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). This year's special offering will be received on February 16. Your generous giving makes a world of difference, from our doorsteps
to the ends of the earth.

Mark Your

This year as the church was contemplating the Baptism of Jesus (in the liturgical
calendar), West Virginia was made keenly
aware of the precious place water holds in
our life. The drinking water supply of a
major portion of the state's population was
tainted with a chemical that is not fit for
human consumption.

Calendar!
VBS
June 24-27th,
2014
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As Disciples you were there from the
beginning, jumping into action. Our congregation in the heart of the capital, United
Disciples of Christ, was checking on members and neighbors. The pastor and region
were in contact, and the region made immediate plans to deliver drinking water,
wipes for bathing, and other essentials to
our members and neighbors. Week of Compassion immediately provided
funds for this need.
We have deep ecumenical ties in this region, so we do this work always
with our brothers and sisters, particularly the West Virginia Council of
Churches. When an appeal was made for supplies, congregations from Fairmont to Parkersburg mobilized to take needed items to the ecumenical warehouse for distribution. When the call came for vans and drivers to deliver water
and check on the disabled and most vulnerable, congregations from Wheeling
to Princeton said, "Send Me!"
And, because you gave to Week of Compassion, you were there, too. Thank
you, Disciples, for being there.
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ANTICIPATING LENT AND HOLY WEEK

PAGE 2

Paul Porter

Many of us look forward to Lent and Holy Week as a time for spiritual growth. Let’s be honest. We
find it difficult to give our full attention to our life with God. We need the special emphasis that the church
offers during Lent and Holy Week knowing full well that it is a defined period of time and we can stick to our
spiritual disciplines during that time. To help us with this, the following things are now being prepared.
We will have Lenten Devotional booklets available for your purchase. The one selected for this year
was written by Julie Richardson Brown. Some of you will remember that she was a part of the staff of Cherry
Log Christian Church when we were on the hill. It is called “Fellowship of Prayer.” They are on order and
will be available soon at $3.00 each.
We will observe Ash Wednesday on March 5th. This prayerful service gives us an opportunity to
remember that we have not always been all that we could be. We will prayerfully write our confession of sin
on a paper and burn it as a way to offer it to God, and to receive God’s spirit and encouragement for the days
ahead.
During the Sunday evening of Lent we will hold Vesper Services in Fellowship Hall. This year’s
theme is Singing and Praying the Psalm. The Psalms have been our hymnal from the earliest days of
Christendom. We hope that this experience will deepen your journey to Easter.
Pastor David has an excellent series of messages lined up for us that will also help grow in our life with
God. Plan now to be on hand for all these worship and spiritual growth opportunities.

Attention all Knitters and other yarn users.

Mary Beth Shepard

Our Prayer shawl group has been given a large supply of yarn (ten large bins). Not all of this yarn is appropriate for our prayer shawls, so we have decided to have a yarn sale at the church. We are also accepting other
donations for the sale, so if you have any yarn that you would like to put in the yarn sale, we will have red bins
placed in the fellowship hall for you to put your yarn there. All proceeds from the yarn sale will go to buy
yarn for our prayer shawl ministry. The sale will be announced in the March newsletter Mary Beth Shepard
706-636-5049

The Year of Generosity Begins

Bill Thompson

As we begin the year, we are grateful to our stewards who made our Fall emphasis such a resounding success.
We are looking forward to the ministries we all will support through our tithes.
There will also be opportunities to increase our generosity through special offerings during many months of
the year. These are meant to give our stewards additional ways to minister. As you see these special
emphases, pick the one or ones you wish to support. You decide what is attractive to you.
For February, there are two special offerings plus a regular food collection for the food pantries. On February
2nd, the youth will receive the Souper Bowl of Caring offering at the end of the regular worship service. Place
your dollar or more in the soup pots the youth will have at the exit doors. The money received will go to
support the Gilmer and Fannin food pantries.
Our annual Week of Compassion offering will be received on the 16th and 23rd. This offering is the disaster
relief effort of Disciples of Christ. It supports relief efforts in the United States and around the world.
Whenever there is a need, year round, Week of Compassion responds.
In addition, there is a used book collection and sale in February. Visit the book cases and choose a book to
purchase. Funds benefit our church library and the Craddock Center.
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FROM MY HEART…
TO YOUR HEART

David Griffin

Too often I order the same things at restaurants. Ahead of time I will resolve to order something different, but
when I sit down to order I order what I had the last time I sat there. In the Chinese restaurant I order the same
thing – sweet and sour chicken. I just love the sweetness and the tang together.
Sometimes my feelings are like sweet and sour chicken. I have mixed feelings. I know that I am not alone in
experiencing mixed feelings. It is not unusual to feel sad and happy, anxiousness and peacefulness, frustration
and determinism, confusion and direction.
I, too, have mixed feelings about this next month of sabbatical time. I know I need time to get my life in better
balance. And yet I will miss this church family that I love. I will continue to pray for each of you, and especially those with heavier burdens. Just because I am “away” does not mean I will enter into a zone of forgetfulness.
Also remember the support that we have – we are a church who cares about each other. Malinda is a connecting point when you have concerns that need a response and clarification. Our Stephen Ministers are ever present. Our chaplain corps is available. By the way, here is a listing of the chaplains on call each week in
February:
February 3 - Bill Harrison
February 10 - Mac McRoberts
February 17 - Bill Thompson
February 24 - Hal Doster
I have chosen a Palm for the month of February for my sabbatical
meditation. It is Psalm 84. It is a Psalm of yearning for the presence
of God. The “dwelling place” mentioned (“How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts”) is not to me the Temple or the top of a
mountain. The dwelling place of God is one’s own locale of living. Wherever we are we can see and feel the presence of God, and that is lovely!
There are three beatitudes in this Psalm: blessed are those who live in God’s dwelling, whose strength is in
God, and who trusts in God. Those who long and yearn for God live in the presence of God. You might want
to Google: Brahms Requiem How Lovely Is Your Dwelling, especially at the Exultate Festival.
So in this next month let us long for God, and in that longing be in the presence of God, and thus we will
dwell together and dwell with God.
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Local Outreach Committee Report for 2013
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Jane Carwell

Members of Cherry Log Christian Church were very busy during 2013 helping people in Gilmer and Fannin
Counties.
The food pantries of both counties are helped monthly by monetary donations from the church budget. In addition, food is collected each Sunday and on Christmas Eve for distribution to these two food pantries. Over
900 food items were collected during 2013. The Gilmer Food Pantry moved to a new location on Hwy 52E
and opened on Jan.8. They serve 550 families every month. On Fridays, they make 230 sack packs for school
children who need food for the weekend. Katie Griffin is our contact person with the Gilmer Food Pantry.
The Fannin Food Pantry serves 115 families every month. Jane Kimsey and Barbara Ferrar are our contacts
with the Fannin Food Pantry.
The Clothes Closet offers free gently used clothing and linens to those in need. Volunteers man the center on
Thursday afternoons. 180 families were served from July to October. 3800 articles were distributed. In October the center moved to the white house next door to the church from the basement of the Craddock Center.
Open House was held on November 7 after several days of cleaning, painting and moving clothing and racks.
116 families were served in November and December with 2700 articles distributed. After meeting with members of the Cornerstone Baptist Church, they are sending volunteers to help with this work. Volunteers work
on Wednesdays to sort and hang clothing. If you are interested in this work, please contact Roxanne Neal or
Darlene Fike.
Quincy, the therapy dog, visits Heritage Health care and Minerals Springs with his handler, Lynn Starr. They
visit with the residents. They also visit schools.
Several members went to Murphy, NC and worked on a house that had been damaged by a spring tornado.
Several members of our congregation worked at the Labor Day Barbeque in Blue Ridge. Many bought tickets
and enjoyed a great lunch. You may sign up for this work in August.
Charlie and Sandy McCann organized Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner for the residents of Brooks Hill
Apartments. These apartments are for the elderly and disabled. Working with members from several local
churches and organizations, dinner is provided in the community room. Those who can gather for food and
fellowship. Those who can’t leave their rooms are taken the meal. Christmas also brings gifts for the residents. Volunteers are always needed. See Charlie or Sandy if you are interested in helping.
School supplies were collected and distributed through the Optimist Club’s Stuff the Bus project.
Toys for Tots were collected and distributed through the Marine Corps. 12 toys and $100 were collected. In
addition, 130 items and $45 were collected for our troops on duty in Afghanistan. This work was done by
John and Jane Murray.

Gospel Music Lovers!

Mary Beth Shepard

Do you love the old time gospel music? A new gospel singing and playing group is starting next month in
March. If you can play an instrument or just want to come and sing, please join us on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays at 10:30 am. We meet in the choir room and have a wonderful time laughing and playing the old
tunes that we all love.
Come with a list of songs that you would like to sing. For more information call Mary Beth Shepard at 706636-5049.

January 18 Steve Stevens & Milly Hastings (35)
January 26 Don & Feenie Midkiff

(56)

January 31 John & Dorothy Morford

(15)

CELEBRATION FUND
The following donations were made in January:
In Memory of:
Jimmy Smith
Jim Weir
In Honor of:
Sharon Meek

Feb. 01 Ann Doster
Lynn Chapman
Nicolas Honeycutt
Feb. 02 Mitchell Barker
Catherine Sugg
Feb. 03 John Craddock
Feb. 04 Bonnie Williams
Susan Pleasant
Feb. 05 Teresa Snow
John Jarrard
Feb. 06 Evelyn Doss
Feb. 10 Oneal Andrews
Gwen Henry
Nancy Zimmerman
Feb. 11 Susan Carruth
Phillip Doss

Connie Hogle
Jim Tingle
Herb Leslie
Jackie Granger
Cathy Vincent
Charlie McCann
Charles Brewer
Gloria Hitt
Feenie Midkiff
Hoyal West
Feb. 21 Jennifer Fox
Feb. 25 Frabia Smith
Joyce Pruitt
Feb. 28 Joan Huddleston
Richard Lumpkin
Feb. 13
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 20

* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund
$70.00

December Treasurer’s Report
General Operating:
Contributions: $42,894.00
Expenses: $44,062.00

ATTENDANCE
Celebrate Worship
Early

Jan. 05

38

133

Jan. 12

43

134

Jan. 19

42

133

Jan. 26

48

148

Year to Date Contributions: $362,655.00
Year to date Expenses: $360,267.00
Building Fund:
Contributions: $14,664.00
Expenses: $18,058.00
Year to Date Contributions: $145,814.00
Year to date Expenses: $188,529.00

COME JOIN THE TEAM: This year Vacation Bible School will be held at the church
the mornings of June 24-27th, 2014.
We invite all adults and youth to consider being part of the leadership team. If you say,
“I’m too still and can’t run around,” No worries, you could help us with registration or
nametags. If you say, “I can’t commit the whole week,” No worries, you can join a
“country team” (N. Korea, Guatemala or Zimbabwae for only one morning. If you say,
“I really don’t like kids,” No worries, we need people to pick up food and decorate. If
you say, “I don’t like little kids,” No worries, you could help as a shepherd with an elementary group. As you can see, there’s a lot to do with children and behind the scenes.
Check your calendar and contact Julie at 40.217.8191 or email her at holycreek@aol.com

