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Consecration Sunday Is Coming 

                                by Bill Thompson, Chair of New Consecration Sunday 

 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do 
not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its 
bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help peo-
ple grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s 
mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

Our congregation’s stewardship committee has selected the New Consecration 
Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual princi-
ples of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the 
giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of 
the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club 
who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who 
want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday en-
courages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the 
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees 
and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, 
benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so 
voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge peo-
ple to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is 
done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses 
not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning 
worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, 
climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Con-
secration Sunday team and governing board members. Since we will make no fol-
low-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to 
inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecra-
tion Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in 
Consecration Sunday events. 

 

Sharon Meek, Moderator 

Mark your  

          calendars...  

Church Work 

Day  

October 12th 



Wednesday Morning Bible Study Group B. Thompson 

Breakfast at 8:30-pancakes, scrambled eggs, coffee and juice 

We’ll enjoy working together, and then we’ll get home in time to see all our favorite games. 

(Help us get a count by calling the church office if you plan to come for breakfast). 

We need volunteers to make coffee and cook the pancakes and eggs. 

If you have questions, call Bill Harrison-706-633-9189. 

Church Work Day                                     Bill Harrison 

Saturday, October 12th 9:00 a.m. till Noon 

Now that the summer rains have lessened and the weather has cooled, work on the CLCC labyrinth is getting 

underway again!  An 8-course labyrinth in the Chartres style is being laid out in the designated area near the 

Garden for Others, and rocks continue to be collected.  A date for building the labyrinth by placing the rocks 

along the paths will be announced in the near future.  We hope that you will join us in this creative and fun 

project! 

 

The labyrinth, a circular path that leads to the center, is a powerful tool for the practice of "walking prayer." 

Labyrinths have been used by Christian communities since the 4th century.  The number of labyrinths has 

dramatically increased in our present time as their benefits for healing, grief work, stress reduction, and 

communion with God have become increasingly known.  Today there are over 900 labyrinths in churches in 

this country.  In building a labyrinth at CLCC we will be joining the more than two dozen other Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations that have already constructed labyrinths.  This will give members 

of our church and our community the opportunity to experience this form of walking prayer.  
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CLCC PRAYER LABYRINTH                 Cindy Avens 

Every Wednesday from 10 to 11:30 a.m. a group from both the church and the community get together to 

study the Bible, a book at a time, and discuss how it applies to our lives. We also share our personal concerns 

with the group for intercessory prayer.  We all agree that this time together is a VERY important part of our 

week.  If you are interested in an in-depth study of scripture, join us on Wednesdays.  Currently we are study-

ing the Gospel of Mark.  For further information, contact either Hal Doster, Jim Tingle, or Lynn Starr.  

 



FROM MY HEART… 

                   TO YOUR HEART            David Griffin 
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Do you see and actually read warning labels? Manufacturers of consumer products have to be liberal with the 

warning labels these days, lest they get sued. But sometimes it is hard to know whether companies are being 

outright senseless or if they are simply targeting the most brain dead among us. 

 

There is a warning on a one-year birthday card that reads, “Not suitable for children under thirty-six 

months.”  The label on a bathroom heater warns not to use the heater in the bathroom.  On the Christmas lights 

there is a warning that the lights are to be used only indoors or outdoors!  There is a warning on a box of ham-

mers that they are harmful if swallowed.  The hair dryer is not to be used while sleeping. 

 

There are warning labels on the food we eat, the liquids that we consume, the clothes we wear, the vehicles we 

drive, the medicines we take, and the shoestrings that we lace our shoes.   

 

I was at the post office the other day and a neighbor was looking through her mail, a whole stack of mail.  She 

disgustingly was tossing bills to the side and then as she ripped open her bank statement she muttered, “They 

ought to put warning labels on bank statements and credit card statements!” 

 

I looked up at her without a flicker of an eyelash.  She must have realized that she was speaking her thoughts 

that she thought were silent.  She turned and said pointedly to me, “There ought to be a warning label on our 

eyelids before we awaken in the morning.” 

 

I could only make a few assumptions.  There was not enough money in her account to cover her expenses for 

the month. Said another way, she had spent too much money this month.  Maybe there should be a warning 

every time we use the credit cards and maybe even a warning when we receive our paycheck: 

Warning: You can only spend your income once. 

Warning: This item will not last forever. 

Warning: Too much usage spoils the future. 

Warning: This will make your end of the month bill larger! 

  

Money is not evil.  Our issue is the pain of how we use and misuse our income.  I imagine the greater issue is 

not the amount of our resources but how we use our resources.   

 

As we enter into a month of being aware that we are stewards of what God has given us, I am beginning an 

exercise of daily listing 100 things/people/events for which I am thankful.  I am aware that as I am making 

these daily lists, the list is moving more to being grateful for people and experiences.  And because of my 

awareness of my gratitude, I find that I am changing the way I spend the resources that we have. 
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As I shared in last month’s Cherrylogue, we had a church audit in September designed to ensure that the 

church is following proper financial procedures and accounting for financial transactions appropriately.  I am 

pleased to announce that the audit went well for all the procedures investigated.  Malinda and the finance com-

mittee have done an excellent job in managing our church finances following proper financial procedures. 

The auditor offered several suggestions to refine, safeguard our system of accounting:  include more detailed 

documentation for reimbursement procedures; count first-service offerings immediately after the service; con-

sistently use timesheets; clarify payroll financial statements, including benefits and taxes paid; provide witness 

for processing mail; and review staff benefits currently offered .  Recommendations have been sent to the ap-

propriate committees (deacons, finance, personnel) for review and recommendations.  Malinda is making im-

mediate adjustments in the church office based on some of the recommendations.  We have also sought the 

advice of Mike Porter from Church Extension with regards to staff benefits.  Mike will be on site to meet the 

first of October. 

Also in September, Malinda, our church administrator, reviewed our church guidelines regarding keys and 

who should have them.  We have not changed our keys in several years and it was felt that for security reasons, 

we needed to change the keys for our church doors and distribute new keys to the appropriate members and 

staff.  Additionally, we have changed the code for the lockboxes at the church main entrance.  If you have con-

cerns or need to request a key, please contact Malinda in the church office. 
 

Finally, as I am writing this article, we are preparing to pull up the defective tiles in all the areas around the 

church.  Hopefully by the time you receive this newsletter, the work will be completed and the risk of tripping 

on broken or curled tiles will have been eliminated.  The replacement process will begin with carpeting of the 

young children’s classrooms.  We will allow the floors to dry out before we add any floor covering to the other 

areas.  Thank you Charlie McCann and the whole property committee for all their hard work with making this 

happen.  Also, thanks to Malinda and Tammy for their efforts as well. 

Finally, October 7th is Pastor Griffin’s fifth anniversary as our minister.  I would like to say a big THANK 

YOU David and to Jane for your service to our church and its members over the past five years.  Your faithful-

ness to the mission of this church and your love for its members has helped us minister to this our community. 
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MOMENT with the MODERATOR         Sharon Meek 

Faith in Fiction book group meets monthly to discuss works of fiction that contain 

insights into matters of faith.  Currently the group is looking at novels that involve a 

clash of cultures.  In October we'll read The Good Son by Michael Gruber, which 

explores a conflict between Muslim culture and our own.  November's book is The 

Skull Mantra by Pattison, set in Tibet. 

 

This group meets on selected Fridays, once a month, at 11:30.  Snacks or brown bag 

lunches are welcome.  The group is open to anyone who has read the book being dis-

cussed and who wishes to participate, for a single time or ongoing.  The October 

meeting is on Friday 18th.  For further information, contact 

myra_kibler@yahoo.com. 

Faith in Fiction Book Group          Myra Kibler 

 

mailto:myra_kibler@yahoo.com


 

That's the topic for the next elective Sunday School class. It meets in the conference room (just off the main 

lobby), October 6 through November 10, at 9:30 Sunday mornings, taught by Jim Tingle. Have you ever 

wondered...       

     How did the Jewish festival of Hanukkah begin? 

     How was oil first discovered in the Middle East? 

     Did Daniel do anything other than get thrown into the lion's den? 

     If the book of Esther belongs in the Bible, shouldn't it say something about God? 

     What's the craziest way to catch a fish? 

     Why do Catholic (and Orthodox) Bibles have more books than (most) Protestant Bibles? 

If you already have a Bible with Apochrypha, please bring it. If  you don't, come anyway. Be amazed at what 

you might learn in just six weeks!  

Those Mysterious Books That Used to be 

in the Old Testament 

     (An Introduction to the Apocrypha)     

SEEKERS CLASS                                                Myra Kibler 

The Seekers Class begins a new study in October on Mary Magdalene.  Using the book by 

Episcopalian priest, Cynthia Bourgeault, The Meaning of Mary Magdalene, we will be 

introduced to the origins and wisdom of Christianity, and explore the possibility of an im-

portant feminine influence in the life and spiritual development of Jesus.  Was Mary Mag-

dalene one of the disciples, perhaps the one most able to understand the wisdom teachings 

of Jesus?   Expect a challenge.  Expect controversy.  Expect to be changed.  And, as al-

ways, expect a lively and respectful exchange of ideas and experiences.  Seekers meets 

every Sunday at 9:30 in the adult Sunday School room. 
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ON THE GO                                                       David Griffin 

Just to alert you to his schedule, David will be on vacation October 8 through October 20th. 

The Chaplain for the week of October 7th is Bill Thomson and Hugh Lake is the Chaplain for the week of Oc-

tober 14th. 

We are privileged to have have Phil Miller to preach at both services on October 

13th.  Phil is an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

and is a retired Chaplain in the US Air Force.  This will be Phil's time in our pul-

pit.   

Bill Thompson will be filling the pulpit on October 20th.  Bill has continually 

shown strong leadership and commitment in our church as well as in the Christian 

Church in Georgia. 

 

                  



 

What stories do you remember from your childhood?  Do you remember all of the de-

tails, or just what the stories taught?  Or perhaps how the stories made you feel?  Do you 

recall the determination of "The Little Engine that Could"?  The stubbornness of "The 

Zax"?  The calming nature of "Goodnight, Moon"?   

 

Come and share your memories with Teri Slemons, as she signs copies of her new chil-

dren's book, "Wisdom from the Warren", after church on Sunday, October 6.  A collec-

tion of stories wrapped in devotional reflection, "Wisdom from the Warren" teaches 

children about love and interconnectedness through the adventures of four charming 

rabbits. Teri wrote these stories as a gift to her children, and she would be delighted to 

share them with the children in your lives as well. 

What:  164th Regional Assembly 

 of the Christian Church (D of C) in Georgia 

When:  Nov. 15-16, 2013 

Where:  Lawrenceville First Christian Church 

Needed:  5 voting and 5 alternate delegates 

SEE: Cheri Thompson, Denominational Representative 

if interested! 

“Those who have never been  

told of God shall see, 

and those who have never 

heard of God shall understand.”  Romans 15:21 

Dr. Richard Morse currently serves as a Vice President at Church Extension, a ministry of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Rick has been in contextual ministry for more than 30 

years. As a young Disciples pastor, he redeveloped a congregation in North Idaho more than 

doubling its attendance in less than 5 years. For the past 25 years he has been engaged in church 

planting, first as a planter in the Seattle area, and now currently as the leader of the Disciples 

new church movement. This movement has celebrated more than 600 new church plants with an 

amazing 80% sustainability rate. 

 

 Dr. Stanley Saunders, a Disciples minister, is Associate Professor of New Testament at Colum-

bia Theological Seminary. His research interests include ‘eschatology’ in early Christian under-

standings of “the last days”, the nature of the Church, spirituality, and ecclesial self-definition with 

a special interest in the Gospel according to Matthew. Stan has a PhD from Princeton Theological 

Seminary, a MDiv from Emmanuel School of Religion and a BA from San Jose Bible College. 

 

 

For more info go to: http://www.gadisciples.org/news/RegAssm/RegAssm.htm  

BOOK SIGNING  
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The following made donations in September: 

In Memory of: 
   Cecil Kipling by Pam Young 
   Lucas Robert Barrett by George & Judy   
Barrett 
   Jimmy D. Smith by John & Dorothy Morford 

In Honor of: 
   Tim Anderson & Tab Bomhard by Bob & 
Ida-Anne Clarke 
   Julie & Kristi Johnson by Bob & Ida-Anne 
Clarke 

In Celebration of:   
   Roxane Neal & Darlene Fike by Mac &  
Eileen McRoberts, Betty Gardin 

  

* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund 
$280.00 

 

 

October 01      John & Catherine Sugg 

October 01      Rex & Pattie Williams        (37) 

October 10      Hugh & Fran Lake        (61) 

October 12      Charlie & Sandy McCann  (34) 

October 14      James & Victoria Bailey     (35) 

October 15  Susan Pleasant & Jennifer Mills (27) 

October 17      John & Dee Craddock     ( 32) 

October 26      Jerry & Sharon Watkins    (16) 

 Celebrate 
Early 

Worship 

Sept. 1 133 51 

Sept. 8 126 61 

Sept. 15 119 57 

Sept. 22 125 66 

Sept. 29 141 53 

   

   

CELEBRATION FUND 

August Treasurer’s Report 

General Operating: 

Contributions: $26,545.00 

Expenses: $25,137.00 

Year to Date Contributions: $233,494..00 

Year to date Expenses: $229,131.00 

Building Fund: 

Contributions: $8,296.00 

Expenses:  $19,404.00 

Year to Date Contributions: $97,750.00 

Year to date Expenses: $120,063.00 
ATTENDANCE 

Oct. 02   Helen Lewis 
   Molly Johnson 
Oct. 04   Steve Martin 
Oct. 07   John Dickinson 
Oct. 10   Jim Johnson 
Oct. 12   Don Midkiff 
   Ronald Midkiff 
Oct. 14   Barbara Ferer 
   Jackie Granger 
   Zoe Montes 
Oct. 15   Rusty Coleman 
Oct. 17   Patsy Washofsky 
Oct. 19   Pat Reagan 
   Betty Willis 

Oct. 21   C.W. Conner 
Oct. 22   Dave Cherry 
   Lois Grice 
Oct. 24   David Griffin 
   Bill Harrison 
Oct. 26   Jennie Perryman 
   Kristen Craddock 
   Larry Weas 
Oct 27   Susan Haynes 
Oct. 28   Jackie Lumpkin 
Oct. 29   Dee Tingle 
Oct. 30   Frank Grice 

 

 

To our wonderful CLCC family we offer our heartfelt 

thanks for all the prayers, physical and monetary support 

and the many, many offers of help.  There really are not 

sufficient words to express how much you all mean to 

us and how much we love and appreciate you. 

 Blessings, 

 Gil & Sandie Reed 


