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Sunday, October 7th is a special day in the life of Cherry Log Christian Church. We have
designated that as Commitment Sunday. This is the special day when we as a church family show our faith and commitment to the next year in our life. For the past several weeks,
you have read about and heard about how this little mountain church is changing the lives
of people in this community. Some are members here, others are locals in the surrounding
counties.
Each year, we make a financial pledge to support the ministry
and mission of our church. As you have seen, this effort is
growing. More importantly, it is working. Next year, we want
to do more. In order to harvest more fruit from our spirit we
will have to plant more dollars. Help our family as we plan for
the next year. Each commitment card is a tangible and real reflection of your relationship with your God. This is how we
show and live stewardship.
You can go to our website, www.clccdoc.org, click on membership, then follow the instructions for member sign in. This
will allow you to see your current commitment and your giving
history for this year. Our hope is everyone will want to do more
next year. If you don’t have a sign on for this application,
please contact the church office for assistance. This is a great
tool for each of us to use. Your new commitment for 2013 will
be posted to this private area for your personal review.
On commitment Sunday, we will ask each member to bring their commitment card and
place it on the altar during a segment of the worship service. Then, thru prayer together,
we will start the ministry for next year. Our goal is for each member to want to be part of
that ministry next year and to be a part of this special service. If you are not able to attend,
please return your completed commitment card to the church and it will be placed with the
others. (If you have not previously made a pledge to last year’s capital drive for the mortgage, you can make one on this card on the special line. If you have already made a
pledge, no action is required at this time)
Thank you for your support and prayers during this stewardship drive.
Rusty Coleman
Stewardship Chair
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Thank You From the Listening Team
On behalf of the CLCC Listening Team please accept this expression of gratitude for your response and participation. The Fanning Institute received 128 survey responses during August and 38 members participated in
the Focus Groups held in September. Your input is helping us understand our congregation’s hopes and
dreams for the future.
The Focus Groups were led by professional outside consultants, David Hooker and Raye Rawls, from the University of Georgia’s Fanning Institute. They used the survey results to focus on four themes around which the
dialogue was centered:
Identity
Communication
Structure
Leadership
In the discussion we heard the heart of our congregation expressing love, devotion and concern. The truth was
spoken in love, just as the Word instructs Christians to do. And it was heard, both positive and negative.
So what happens now? The Listening Team expects to receive a report of findings and recommendations from
The Fanning Institute in early October. The Team will take whatever time we need to thoroughly digest the
report and understand the recommendations. We will then develop a plan to communicate our understanding to
our leadership and the congregation. Our church leadership team will then be able to develop a plan which will
address your input and desires and moves our church forward. Right now we do not have a timetable for when
this will happen, but we want you to know that we are still listening.
For Your Listening Team, Jerry Johnson
Amado Grabiel, Anne Williamson, Kay Vanderhooft, Larry Weas, Lucie Coffie, Nancy Porter, Susan Pleasant,
Teri Slemons

Cherry Log Christian Church:
Those of us at the Family Connection Food Pantry
and Homeless Shelter would like to thank you so
much for growing potatoes this summer. The people
we serve get a very limited variety of food and you
should see their faces light up when they see fresh
produce. Your church has been such an integral part
of that joy. Thank you again not only from the staff
at Family Connection but also from the residents of
Fannin County that we serve.
Sincerely,
Linda Mahan
Executive Director

Trunk-or-Treat at Tower Road
Trick-or-treating is such a fun part of childhood…
but we all know the joy continues into adulthood,
too! Sunday afternoon, October 28, the best time to
be had in north Georgia will be at the Tower Road
Community Laundromat. That’s where our trunk-ortreat will be held, and we know you will want to play
a part. You could be a trunker (i.e., one who brings a
trunkload of goodness to share)! All you have to do
is this: empty out the trunk of your car, fill it with
goodies (candy and/or healthy snacks) for 125 children, throw in a spooky decoration or three, drive to
Tower Road, park, open your trunk, arrange your
decorations, and watch with delight as the children
“trick-or-treat” at your car and all around the parking
lot. To help with our planning, please let Sarah Cox
(Tink.1995@rocketmail.com) know if you’ll be a
trunker. If you’d like to lead or assist with a simple
carnival game, or paint faces, or help in any other
capacity, please let Dylan Michael know
(katie.dylan@ymail.com). Thank you!
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FROM MY HEART….TO YOUR HEART
For part of my part Sabbath day I walked through the woods. A friend said to me that a day in
the woods adds a year to one’s life. I think he is right. It took me time to begin to relax my
mind. Little by little I began to notice the squirrels and birds, wet rocks, leaves just beginning to
find their Fall colors, and places that begged a passer-by to stop and sit.
I sat to pray. Instead of closing my eyes to pray, I used a tree as an icon to pray. The tree was
majestic, but not perfect. It had roots that were exposed because of erosion. Some braches
looked dead. But did I say it as a majestic tree?
I began to imagine how I would paint the tree. If I were an artist, I would pull out my canvas and
easel, paintbrushes and pallet. I would step back from the tree several paces and take “aim” as to
how I wanted to frame the tree in the painting. I decided on showing just a few branches from
the surrounding trees, but the focus was on the icon. But wait a minute! On closer inspection I
thought the roots would be a way to paint the strength of this tree. The foundation surely was impressive. I pulled my three-legged stool close to the base of the tree.
Just then I heard noise from the top of tree. A bird was singing her praise to the tree, seeing the
tree from a perspective I had not thought about. Forget the bird and focus on the tree trunk and
roots. The bird was persistent. I slung my backpack with canvas, brushes, and paints on my back
and started climbing a tree that was close by. With great difficulty and belittling myself for listening to a bird on how to paint a tree, I climbed. I found the perfect place to “perch” and look
down on the tree of choice and thought, “What a view of this beloved tree!”
How tempted I had been to paint this tree from a fixed, single, and defining perspective. Looking
at the tree from other perspectives enhanced the single perspective.
It was not a distant leap for me to think about the church from my perch. Look at the church
from above, or at the foundation of the church, and also look at the church from a distance.
If we are going to “paint” an image of the church, maybe we should paint it from different points
of view. One must look at the motivation of being church and delight and entice people into The
Way of Jesus. Here people ask great questions and search for answers.
Or we could paint the church from a perspective of past models of being a church. Those models
could be from the monastic community to the cathedral community, from house churches to communal churches.
Or we could paint the church from the perspective of how we think, see, hear, and feel about the
church – from a point of view of our experience of the church.
We need to think about and describe and design the church as artists. We cannot repeat old answers. We cannot get stuck on either/or answers. With God’s potential and our energy, how do
we paint the church?
Peace,
David
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REPORT FROM THE
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING,
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2016
In the previously announced Congregational Meeting
last Sunday, the congregation voted overwhelmingly
to accept the offer tendered for the sale of the Cabin
on the Hill. There were 138 votes case—137 in favor of accepting the sales offer; one cast against acceptance of the offer.
Under the terms of the new Constitution, a quorum is
designated as one third of the active and participating
membership—108 votes to be exact; this vote meets
the terms of that requirement.
The offer was for $67,000 with the seller to handle
costs of minor repairs estimated to run between
$500 and $800; CLCC should net in excess of
$60,000 from the sale that is scheduled to close by
the end of this month.
The entire net amount will be applied against the
principal owed to Church Extension on our mortgage.
This is, of course, good news…at the very least! We
hope you will rejoice with us in it.
Ham Kimzey, Moderator

WEDNESDAY NIGHT UPDATE:
We will continue our program on “How Religious
Freedom has shaped our Country.” This is a PBS
series that we think you will find interesting. It will
take us from understanding how the concept of religious freedom was developed by our founding fathers to understanding religious freedom’s development from an historical perspective. We hope to see
you then. We will meet at 5:30 for fellowship and
dinner.

November 9-10, 2012
First Christian Church of Decatur
601 West Ponce de Leon, Decatur GA 30030

163rd Regional Assembly
Friday
4:00 Regional Board
6:00 Supper
7:30 Worship Preacher Dr. Charisse Gillett
Saturday
8:00 Breakfast
9:00 Workshops
10:30 Regional Business Meeting
Noon Lunch
1:00 Workshop
2:30 Closing Worship Preacher Dr. Charisse Gillett

Featured Speaker:

Dr. Charisse L. Gillett is the
17th president of Lexington
Theological Seminary.
Dr.
Gillett served as Vice President
of Administration and Special
Projects at the Seminary prior
to her appointment as president
on September 1, 2011. She has
more than 20 years of successful administrative experience in higher education, including service at
Transylvania University, Midway College, Robert
Morris College and the University of Northern Iowa. She holds a doctorate in education from Northern Illinois University.
A former moderator of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), she has been a commissioned
minister of the Christian Church In Kentucky since
August 2010 and served as Associate Minister at
East Second Street Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), where her husband, LTS D. Min. alumnus
Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II, serves as Senior Pastor.
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Spiritual Practice for Today’s Disciples
Labyrinth Prayer Walk
In the previous issue of the Cherrylogue, the spiritual practice of walking prayer was described. The labyrinth
is an ancient spiritual tool that can be a powerful aid for walking prayer. Labyrinths have been used by Christian communities since the 4th century. During the Middle Ages labyrinths were central in many of the great
cathedrals such as Chartres and Amiens in France, and Christians considered the walk through the labyrinth to
be a symbolic pilgrimage to the holy city of Jerusalem. Interest in the labyrinth has surged in the past few decades as many people in our busy, stressful modern world have rediscovered the tremendous value of walking
prayer in the labyrinth. Today there are over 900 labyrinths in churches in the United States and at least two
dozen in Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations. At CLCC a Prayer Labyrinth Group is now
meeting to explore the possibility of building an outdoor, Chartres-style labyrinth that could be used by the
church and the community. This would give you the opportunity to practice this form of walking prayer, individually or with others, as often as you like.
When you begin to walk the labyrinth you will realize that it is different from a maze; in the labyrinth there is
one way to the center. All you have to do is continue walking, putting one foot in front of the other, and you
will not get lost! But while there is one path to the center, there are many ways to walk the labyrinth. Here is
a basic process that many people find helpful: At the entrance, begin with a prayer of intention; as you walk
inward, let go of worries, distracting thoughts, and all that keeps you from being aware of God’s presence –
the use of a sacred word, short prayer or Bible verse may be an aid; at the center, open your heart to receive
the gifts of God, which may be insights, guidance, healing, experiences of love, peace, joy, etc.; as you return
outward, focus on taking what you have received back into your daily life. As you leave the labyrinth, offer a
prayer of thanksgiving and ask for God’s blessing for others.
If you would like to join the Prayer Labyrinth Group to learn more about this method of walking prayer, contact Richard Zelley at avenzel1@gmail.com or 706-374-6959.
------Cindy Avens

October 7, 2012
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Shoes and Coats Needed!
The CLCC Youth Group – FYSH (Faithful Youth
Serving Him) – needs children’s shoes and coats…
new or gently used, for boys or for girls, any and all
sizes are needed, and lots of them – enough for 125
children. Why? Because we have some friends that
need them: our friends at Tower Road. When we
were there for Vacation Bible School, we saw some
kids running around in shoes too small, some sliding
their feet around in shoes too big. Many wore flipflops. The weather is starting to turn cold… and
closed-toed shoes – and coats – are essential to keep
these children warm. We will be taking the shoes
and coats to Tower Road at the beginning of November, so please bring your donations to the FYSH
classroom (first door on the right in the education
wing) by October 31. Thrift stores, consignment
stores, discount stores – all may hold excellent treasures. If you would prefer to let us shop for you, we
will also accept monetary donations, which will go a
long way toward ensuring we have all of the sizes we
need. Warm feet + warm bodies = warm hearts…
everyone wins! Thank you! (If you have questions,
call or email Teri Slemons: 706-636-5510 or
teri@slemonsco.com.)

Faith in Fiction Book Group
The Faith in Fiction Book Group starts October 5th
with a discussion of Luis Urrea's The Hummingbird's
Daughter. This novel is the first in a projected series
of three novels set south of the border. The next in
November is Graham Greene's The Power and the
Glory, and December's book will be D. H. Lawrence's The Plumed Serpent.
The group is scheduled to meet at 10 am. on the first
Friday of each month at the church. However, we
will consider other meeting times. Anyone who is
interested in discussing literature with a focus on
faith is encouraged to send an email to myra_kibler@yahoo.com to get notices about meeting
times and other updates.
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Grief Recovery Retreat

Moving Beyond Loss
Led by Dr. Trisha Senterfitt

THE CRADDOCK CENTER
947 Cherry Log Street
706-632-1772

Retreat schedule:
Friday, November 16, 2012, 5-8 pm
Saturday, November 17, 2012, 9-3
Sunday, November 18, 2012, 1-3
This weekend is a healing opportunity for those who
are ready to move forward beyond loss. It is both
experiential and educational in nature.
Concepts of Grief
How Incomplete Loss Occurs
The Grief Recovery Principles
Identifying Incomplete Losses
Moving Beyond Loss
Concepts of Recovery
This is for anyone who has been impacted by any of
the more than 40 potential losses. The cost of the retreat is $25.00 that includes the book, Grief Recovery
Handbook, and dinner Friday night. Enrollment is
limited to 12 participants. Registration can be made
by emailing tsenterfitt@gmail.com or calling 706632-1772.

Thanks from Good Samaritans
Good Samaritans of Fannin County and the many
families who find themselves in need thank you for
your participation in the 2012 Labor Day BBQ. The
weather cooperated to make it very successful with
2,339 meals being shared by folks who love bbq and
helping their neighbors. So, whether you bought a
meal, made a donation or worked a shift, thank you
for helping us help others in God's name.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Oct. 02 Helen Lewis
Molly Johnson
Oct. 04 Steve Martin
Oct. 07 John Dickinson
Oct. 10 Jim Johnson
Oct. 11 Frank Osborne
Tom Zarle
Oct. 12 Don Midkiff
Ronald Midkiff
Oct. 14 Barbara Ferer
Zoe Montes
Oct. 15 Rusty Coleman
Oct. 17 Mike Arnold
Patsy Washofsky
Oct. 19 Pat Reagan
Betty Willis

Oct. 20 Irene Hild
Oct. 21 C.W. Conner
Oct. 22 Dave Cherry
Lois Grice
Betty Jo Spurrier
Oct. 24 David Griffin
Bill Harrison
Oct. 25 Janice Harris
Oct. 26 Jennie Perryman
Kristen Craddock
Larry Weas
Oct 27 Susan Haynes
Oct. 28 Jackie Lumpkin
Oct. 29 Dee Tingle
Oct. 30 Frank Grice

ATTENDANCE
Celebrate
Early
Sept. 2

Worship
145

Sept. 9

55

157

Sept. 20

38

143

Sept. 27

39

128

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
October 01
October 01
October 04
October 09
October 10
October 12
October 15
October 17
October 26

John & Catherine Sugg
Rex & Pattie Williams
(36)
Arch & Beverly Cowan
(10)
Bill & Irene Hild
(58)
Hugh & Fran Lake
(60)
Charlie & Sandy McCann
(33)
Susan Pleasant & Jennifer Mills (26)
John & Dee Craddock
(31)
Jerry & Sharon Watkins
(15)

Have you lost it?
We found it!
Please contact the church office if you
have lost a Mother’s ring. We also
have earrings and other goodies in the
front office.

August Treasurer’s Report
CELEBRATION FUND
The following made donations in September:
In Memory of:
Dan Sayer by Hugh & Fran Lake, Ronald & Nancy
Midkiff
Charles Argo by Ronald & Nancy Midkiff, Marsh Kipling & Sharon Meek
In Honor of:
Sue Green by Jill Wolleat & Pam Young
Our CLCC Family for love, prayers and support during
our 7 1/2 months in Houston by Jill Wolleat & Pam Young
Debt Reduction Contributions:
* Total amount deposited into Celebration Fund $235.00

General Operating:
Contributions: $28,352.00
Expenses: $37,278.00
Year to Date Contributions: $224,346.00
Year to date Expenses: $232,365.00
Building Fund:
Contributions: $13,633.00
Expenses: $19,404.00
Year to Date Contributions: $122,783.00
Year to date Expenses: $132,453.00
*September not reported because October Cherrylogue is printed prior to the end of the month. A
full detail of the church’s finances are located on
the members page of our website.
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Coffee Shop Concert
What - Jamie and Renae Brame an evening of original and contemporary folk music with a
blue grass tinge.
When - Saturday evening October 6th at 7:00 PM
Where - CLCC Fellowship Hall.
Cost - $5.00 per person with a family maximum of
$10.00
Since 1989 Jamie has been the Church Relations Director at Christmount Conference and Retreat Center
for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Jamie
plans and schedules camps and conferences, works
directly with the groups, and trains and supervises
the camp staff. He visits churches, holds workshops,
and attends assemblies. He and Renae are talented
musicians whose performances of original and contemporary folk are not just limited to the southeast.
We are indeed lucky to have them visit CLCC and I
can guarantee that you will not find a better evening
of entertainment for $10.00 per family. You may pay
in advance following worship this week or pay at the
door. We need to have a good crowd for this special
event. Jamie and Renae will also sing during worship on 10-7-12, which happens to be world communion Sunday.

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW!

Dr. J. David Griffin, Senior Minister
Dr. Fred Craddock, Minister Emeritus
Richard Lumpkin, Minister of Music
Birdie Towle, Accompanist
Malinda Geers, Admin. Assistant
Tammy Davidson, Custodian
1149 Cherry Log Street,
Cherry Log GA 30522
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. Worship 10:55 a.m.
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
706-632-1048
Website: http://clccdoc.org
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